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Teachers , 
administration, 
paraprofessionals , 
parents  and  students 
are  all  pitching  in  to 
make  up  for  the  cuts 
in  state  funding  at 
Mt.  Everett  Regional 
High  School, 
Undermountain 
Elementary  and 
other  schools  in  the 
Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School 
District. 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  RISES  ABOVE  BUDGET  CUTS 


The  new  school  year  at  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
has  begun  with  feelings  of  excite- 
ment and  pride  in  both  students  and 
teaching  staff.  With  Valerie  Spriggs 
as  the  new  superintendent  and 
Thomas  Nadolny  as  the  new  princi- 
pal of  Undermountain  Elementary 
School  (see  page  3  for  more  details), 
there  is  a  determination  to  move 
forward  and  meet  challenges  such  as 
those  presented  by  this  year's  state 
funding  cuts. 

The  restoration  of  some  monies 
by  the  state  has  resulted  in  fewer 
teacher  and  paraprofessional  reduc- 
tions than  originally  anticipated. 
Still,  creative  solutions  are  required 
to  meet  student  needs  and  to  main- 
tain a  strong  teacher-student  ratio  in 
the  classroom  within  the  reduced 
budget. 

Twenty-five  of  the  61  juniors  and 
seniors  who  have  enrolled  in  the 
internship  program  as  an  elective 
have  chosen  placements  within  the 
school  community,  which  helps  fill 
in  for  lost  staff.  Two  will  be  working 
as  administrative  assistants  and  23 
will  be  working  as  teacher  aides,  13 
at  the  elementary  school  and  10  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School.  One  senior 


who  comes  from  Venezuela  will  be 
working  with  grade  3  students  in  the 
elementary  school's  Spanish  Lan- 
guage Program,  helping  to  restore 
this  once-cut  program.  Other  place- 
ments will  continue  in  the  commu- 
nity, including  internships  in  nurs- 
ing and  emergency  services,  con- 
struction, carpentry,  business,  food 
services,  and  physical  education. 

New  projects  and  pr  ograms  at 
Mt.  Ever  ett  High  School 

Glenn  DeVoti,  principal  of  Mt. 
Everett,  believes  that  the  impact  of 
the  budget  cuts  will  be  contained  by 
the  strong  cooperative  spirit  at  the 
school  and  support  by  parents  and 
the  community.  Parents  and  teach- 
ers are  responding  with  increased 
time  and  resources  to  meet  the 
demands  resulting  from  the  reduc- 
tion in  paraprofessional  staff,  de- 
creased supplies  and  materials  in  the 
classrooms  and  cutbacks  in  funding 
for  professional  development. 
DeVoti  is  proud  of  the  "incredibly 
talented  and  committed  teaching 
staff'  and  "the  concerted  commu- 
nity effort  to  keep  the  school 
strong." 

Fortunately,  the  school  continues 


to  obtain  grant  money,  which  allows 
for  the  continuation  of  existing 
programs  and  the  development  of 
new  ones  even  with  the  current 
financial  strictures: 

Leadership.  A  grant  from  Safe 
and  Drug  Free  Schools  will  take  "the 
current  pervasive  atmosphere  of 
civility  encouraged  at  the  school  to 
a  new  level  of  leadership  skills,"  says 
DeVoti.  Through  small  group 
discussions,  student  leaders  will  be 
identified  to  further  develop  their 
leadership  skills,  help  make  the 

Continued  on  page  3 
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The  Sheffield  Association  thanks  everqone 

j  who  helped  make 
including: 

Sheffield  in 

Celebration  a  success 

Benefactors  ($500+) 

Robert  &  Ann  Shanks 

Old  Yankee  Street  Rods 

Berkshire  Bank 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Kathy  &  Tom  Orlando 

Sheffield  Pottery 

Tomich  Landscape  Design  & 

The  Pampered  Chef 

Construction,  Inc. 

Hilary  Russell 

Sponsors  ($200-$499) 

Andrea  Scott  &  Rob  Jenter 

Webster- Ingersoll,  Inc 

Musicians,  Organizations,  Vendors  & 

Sheffield  Art  League 

Volunteers: 

Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen 

Donors  ($100-$  199) 

Aquatic  Design 

Sheffield  Boy  Scouts 

Berkshire  GMC 

Barrett  Press 

Sheffield  Council  on  Aging  & 

Berkshire  Choral  Festival 

Barrington  Stage 

Senior  Center 

Broken  Hill  Manor 

Dana  Bartholomew 

Sheffield  Cultural  Council 

Carlson  Propane 

Berkshire  Humane  Society 

Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 

Thaddeus  B.  &  Maria  G.  Kubis 

Marion  Bernstein 

Sheffield  Police  Dept. 

Le  Trianon  Fine  Arts  &  Antiques 

Howard  &  Anne  Candee 

Sheffield  Friendly  Union 

Tom  Orlando 

Olympia  Cassivante 

Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Painted  Porch  Antiques 

Bill  Connell 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 

Sam  Crawford 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Race  Mt.  Tree  Services 

Elm  Watch 

Sheffield  Marketplace 

Store  It  All,  inc. 

Farmers'  Market  of 

Sheffield  Tree  Project 

Ward's  Nursery 

Sheffield 

Sheffield  Winnies  4-H 

Joe  Wilkinson  &  Sons  Excavating 

Jenny  Fink  &  Rich 

Silk's  Variaty 

Enchanted  Florist 

David  Smith 

Supporters  (to  $99) 

Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 

S.  Berkshire  Volunteer 

Bear's  Den  Nominee  Trust 

Library 

Ambulance  Squad 

Dick  Coon  Construction 

Greg  Massini 

Tri-State  Mopar  Club 

Corn  Crib 

Gilligan  Brothers 

Wheeler  &  Taylor 

Details 

Pat  and  Peter  Elsbach 

Us  Too  (Christina  Dellea  & 

Dutch  Desserts 

Sharon  Gregory 

Joel  Goldstein) 

Frederick  Hatfield  Antiques 

Bill  Hoglin  " 

Carl  Van  Deusen 

J.E.  Hotaling  Feed  &  Services 

Bruce  Howden  &  David  Prouty 

Marion  Whitman 

Hyatt  Tree  Co. 

Boyd  Hutchinson 

June  &  Jim  Wolfe 

Bob  Kelly's  Farm 

J.  E.  Hotaling  Feed  &  Service 

Betty  Wong 

Paul  &  Kathy  Moritz 

Tom  Ingersoll 

Ron  Yaple 

(Aquatic  Designs,  Inc) 

Jim  &  Barbara  Kelly 

Elizabeth  Yokum 

The  Natural  Connection 

Nancy  Kriegel 

Claudia  Ziobro 

(Chris  Clavette) 

Jim  Law 

and  all  car  owners  &  food 

Ole  TJ's  Antique  Barn 

Mary  Maddux 

vendors  &  volunteers  who 

Ray's  Auto  Parts 

Judy  Magenis 

pitched  in  to  help  and  the 

Sebastian's  Hair  Salon 

Old  Parish  Church 

people  who 
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current  student  government  more 
effective  and  prepare  themselves  for 
leadership  roles  in  later  community 
involvements. 

Paper  and  plays.  Grants  from  the 
Eagle  Fund  and  Janet's  Fund  will 
support  student  production  of  a  new 
school  newspaper,  The  Eagle  Flyer, 
to  be  published  quarterly  under  the 
guidance  of  Bob  Law,  Performing 
Arts  Department  coordinator  and 
community  relations  liaison  (for 
more  on  Law  see  p.  10).  In  addition, 
grants  will  continue  to  support  the 
extensive  fundraising  done  by  the 
Friends  of  the  Arts  so  that  three 
musicals  and  two  dramas  will  be 
performed  this  year.  Barrington 
Stage  will  continue  to  underwrite 
the  Playwright  Mentoring  Program. 

Aquaponics.  The  Toshiba 
America  Foundation,  the  Eagle 
Fund  and  Sheffield  Plastics  will 
support  the  expansion  of  the 
Aquaponics  program  developed  by 
science  teacher  Scott  Farrell.  A  new 
1,000-square-foot  building  with 
2,500-gallon  water  tanks  and  filters 
for  fish  farming  will  supplement  the 
new  greenhouse  in  which  basil, 
lettuces  and  other  greens  will  be 
fertilized  by  fish  waste  and  grown  for 
use  in  the  developing  culinary  arts 
program  and  in  school  scientific 
research.  Another  grant  supports  the 
assignment  of  a  Sheffield  police 
officer  to  the  campus  to  work  with 
the  school  safety  committee  on 
safety  and  security. 

Pathways  for  the  Future.  In 
development  now  for  the  2004-05 
academic  year  is  a  program  called 
the  Pathways  for  the  Future.  In  this 
program,  the  interests  and  skills  of 
each  student  will  be  identified  and 
an  individualized  pathway  created  so 
that  at  graduation  each  student  will 
be  strongly  positioned  to  move 
ahead  in  whatever  academic  or 
vocational  direction  he  or  she 
chooses.  As  explained  by  Adele 
Sands-Berking,  an  English  teacher 
and  administrative  assistant  for 
professional  development,  a  student 
with  an  interest  in  theater  might 


focus  in  required  English  classes  on 
Shakespeare  and  other  dramai  ists, 
include  acting  and  directing  classes 
as  electives,  and  develop  computer 
and  technical  skills  related  to  drama. 
Mt.  Everett  offerings  could  be 
supplemented  with  classes  at  Berk- 
shire Community  College  or  other 
colleges  in  the  area  to  strengthen 
the  student's  application  to  his  or 
her  school  of  choice.  According  to 
Sands-Berking,  this  is  a  challenge  in 
a  small  school  that  is  also  facing 
budget  cuts,  but  Mt.  Everett  is  "a 
creative  school  committed  to  meet- 
ing the  individual  needs  of  its 
students.  Our  teachers  have  many 
interests  and  talents  and  will  serve  as 
strong  mentors  and  role  models  in 
the  program." 

New  principal  at  Undermountain 

Born  and  raised  in  Pittsfield  and 
serving  most  recently  as  vice- 
principal  at  the  Lee  Elementary 
School,  Tom  Nadolny  knows  the 
Berkshires  well.  He  accepted  the  job 
as  principal  of  Undermountain 
because  of  its  reputation  as  a  school 
with  "a  wonderful  teaching  staff  and 
incredible  community  support."  He 
has  found  "a  family  atmosphere" 
where  "the  kids  respect  the  school  as 
a  second  home."  He  describes  the 
parents  as  "incredibly  involved," 
supporting  an  active  Parent-Teacher 
Organization,  open  houses,  field 
trips  and  after-school  events  spon- 
sored by  the  Flying  Cloud  Institute 
of  New  Marlboro. 

Nadolny  is  particularly  pleased 
that  small  class  sizes  have  been 
maintained  despite  the  budget  cuts. 
Over  half  of  the  paraprofessional 
positions  that  were  originally  cut 
have  now  been  restored.  The  500- 
plus  children  from  pre-K  to  grade  6 
at  Undermountain  will  continue  to 
be  grouped  in  classes  of  1 7  to  2 1 
students,  with  one  class  of  22.  One 
class  combines  second  and  third 
graders  because  there  is  such  a  large 
second  grade  and  a  much  smaller 
third  grade  this  year. 

Nadolny  hopes  to  visit  all  class- 


rooms at  Undermountain  and  the 
three  satellite  schools  (New 
Marlborough,  South  Egremont  and 
Monterey)  in  order  to  develop  a 
close  working  relationship  with  the 
students  and  teachers.  Other  initia- 
tives he'd  like  to  see  include: 

School-community  involvement. 
Nadolny  would  like  to  see  the 
elementary  school  more  involved  in 
the  community.  Working  with  a 
committee,  that  consists  of  seven 
parents,  six  teachers,  one  commu- 
nity representative  and  one  School 
Committee  representative,  he  will 
explore  possibilities  for  the  periodic 
display  of  student  art  work  and 
student  writing  in  the  town  library 
and  perhaps  at  Dewey  Hall.  He 
would  also  like  to  see  an  elementary 
science  fair  with  community  partici- 
pation held  at  a  central  location  in 
town. 

Integrating  the  curriculum.  This 
year  there  will  be  increased  efforts  to 
integrate  the  curriculum  at  the 
Undermountain  School  with  that  at 
Mt.  Everett.  A  number  of  teachers 
from  the  high  school  will  participate 
in  elementary  teaching.  For  ex- 
ample, Richard  Kuzia,  current  head 
of  the  Math  Department  at  the  high 
school,  will  teach  sixth  grade  math 
and  Scott  Farrell,  Mt.  Everett 
science  teacher,  has  been  named 
Teacher  Leader  for  Elementary 
School  Science.  Farrell  says,  "We 
will  build  bridges  between  the 
elementary  and  high  school  curricu- 
lum to  help  produce  strong  science 
students  for  the  high  school  level.  In 
addition,  some  high  school  science 
students  may  help  teach  in  the 
elementary  school."  A  writing 
program  will  be  coordinated  by  the 
sixth-to-eighth-grade  teachers  to 
promote  continuity  in  writing  skills 
as  elementary  students  make  the 
transition  to  Mt.  Everett. 

According  to  Spriggs,  "The 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  community  can  be  very 
proud  of  their  students'  continued 
educational  success." 

— Ellen  Rowntree 


community 


SHEFFIELD  ADDS  TO  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  STAFF 

Brenda  Van  Deusen,  Berkshire's  Sheffield  natives  who  are  employed 

Chinese  language  teacher,  joined  by  Berkshire  School.  They  include: 

the  Berkshire  School  faculty  in  Tim  Brooks,  director  of  grounds  and 

August.  She  is  no  stranger,  however,  maintenance;  Bill  Gulotta,  history 


to  the  Berkshires.  A  native  of 
Sheffield,  she  attended  both  Berk- 
shire and  Simon's  Rock  College 
before  graduating  from  Hamilton 
College  with  a  B.A.  in  East  Asian 
Studies.  She  is  currently  pursuing 


teacher;  Patti  Watson,  secretary  to 
the  assistant  head  of  school  for 
alumni  and  development;  Martha 
(Shuts)  Williamson,  bookstore 
manager;  and  Judy  (Boardman) 
Ullrich,  assistant  bookstore  manager 


her  master's  degree  in  Chinese  at  the     and  student  bank  supervisor. 


University  of  Massachusetts  in 
Amherst.  Aside  from  teaching  at 
Berkshire,  Van  Deusen  is  a  dorm 
parent  in  Allen  Dormitory  and  the 
faculty  supervisor  for  Berkshire's 
literary  magazine,  The  Dome. 

Another  Sheffield  resident  new 
on  staff  this  year  is  Cynthia  Eustice, 
assistant  director  of  counseling. 
Eustice  has  also  served  as  a  counselor 
at  Simon's  Rock  College  and  at  the 
DeSisto  School.  She  has  a  B.A.  in 
languages  and  literature  from 
Marlboro  College  and  an  M.A.  in 


Several  other  Berkshire  faculty 
and  staff  members  make  Sheffield 
their  home,  including  English 
department  chair  Hilary  Russell, 
math  teacher  Don  Freedman, 
director  of  the  physical  plant  Tim 
Fulco,  science  teacher  Peter  Kinne, 
registrar  Lynn  Kinne,  as  well  as 
many  faculty  and  staff  members  who 
live  on  the  Berkshire  campus. 

Other  new  faculty  and  staff 

Many  new  faculty  members  in 
addition  to  Van  Deusen  have  moved 


counseling  psychology  from  Antioch      into  on-campus  residences  this  year, 

New  England  Graduate  School.  including: 

Van  Deusen  and  Eustice  join  an  peter  Parisi,  director  of  student 

already  sizable  contingent  of  life.  Parisi,  who  also  holds  the 

school's  Shotwell  Chair  for  Leader- 
ship and  Character  Development, 
was  formerly  associate  head  of 
school  and  head  of  the  upper  school 
at  Albany  Academy.  He  earned  a 
B.A.  in  history  from  Union  College 
and  an  M.S.  in  Educational  Admin- 
istration from  The  College  of  Saint 
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In  Memory  of 
Larry  Piatelli 

The  13th  Head  of  Berkshire  School, 
and  destined  to  be  among  its  best 

Nature's  first  green  is  gold, 

Her  hardest  hue  to  hold. 

Her  early  leaf's  a  flower; 

But  only  so  an  hour. 

Then  leaf  subsides  to  leaf. 

So  Eden  sank  to  grief, 

So  dawn  goes  down  to  day. 

Nothing  gold  can  stay. 

-"Nothing  Gold  Can  Stay" 
by  Robert  Frost 


Rose,  and  was  a  commissioned 
officer  in  the  U.S.  Army  from  1979 
to  1987.  Mr.  Parisi  and  his  wife, 
Emily,  have  two  children. 

Ken  Coard,  mathematics.  A 
member  of  Berkshire's  Class  of  1985, 
Coard  is  also  house  head  of  Stanley 
Dormitory,  and  will  coach  boys' 
varsity  basketball  and  track.  Coard 
was  formerly  a  math  teacher  at 
Bronx  (New  York)  High  School  and 
acting  dean  of  students  and  assistant 
principal  at  Arturo  Toscanini  Junior 
High  School,  also  in  New  York  City. 
He  holds  a  B.S.  in  industrial  market- 
ing and  management  from  Clarkson 
College  and  an  M.S.  in  administra- 
tion and  supervision  from  Mercy 
University.  Coard  and  his  wife, 
June,  are  expecting  their  first  child. 

Matt  Donahue,  English.  With  12 
years  of  teaching  experience, 


Sheffield's  only  radio  station  salutes 
Sheffield's  only  newspaper! 

WBSL91.7FM 
The  voice  of  Berkshire  School 

6:45-7:45  weekday  mornings 

6-11  weekday  and  Sunday  evenings 

Live  on  the  V&b:  www.berkshireschool.org 


Donahue  comes  to  Berkshire  from 
the  National  Sports  Academy  and 
the  Northwood  School  in  Lake 
Placid,  New  York.  He  has  also  been 
dean  of  faculty,  head  of  college 
guidance,  and  head  of  English  and 
art  departments.  He  holds  a  B.A.  in 
Literary  Writing  from  Trinity  Col- 
lege and  an  M.A.  in  Liberal  Studies 
from  Duke  University.  Donahue  and 
his  wife,  Angela,  live  in  Eipper 
Dormitory,  where  they  are  a  dorm 
parents. 

Evan  Glasson,  English.  A  gradu- 
ate of  Saint  Anselm  College,  where 
he  earned  a  B.A.  in  English,  Glasson 
will  also  coach  basketball  and 
baseball. 

Whitney  Gray,  dance.  A  resident 
of  West  Stockbridge,  Gray  has  a 
B.F.A.  in  dance  and  has  studied 
ballet,  modern,  jazz,  and  composi- 
tion. She  trained  in  the  Cecchetti 
Method  of  classical  ballet  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Imperial  Society  of 
Teachers  of  Dancing. 

Alex  Moody,  math.  Head  coach 
of  the  boys'  varsity  hockey  team  and 
house  head  of  Buck  Dormitory, 
Moody  holds  a  B.A.  in  Government 
from  Colby  College  and  has  taught 
at  Brooks  School  for  the  past  four 
years.    He  is  also  founder  and 
director  of  the  Junior  High  Festival 
for  Hockey  Night  in  Boston. 

Kristin  Moody,  English.  The 
spouse  of  Alex  Moody  and  a  former 
English  teacher  at  Nashoba  Brooks 
School,  Moody  is  also  a  college 
counselor.  She  earned  a  B.A.  in 
English  at  Colby  College  and  an 
M.Ed,  at  Lesley  College,  and  is 
currently  enrolled  in  the  Masters 


program  in  Literature  at  Bread  Loaf 
School  of  English  at  Middlebury 
College.  She  and  her  husband  have 
two  children. 

Grant  Bagnardi,  assistant  dean  of 
students.  With  over  two  decades' 
experience  teaching  and  facilitating 
experiential  adventure-based  learn- 
ing methods,  Bagnardi  holds  a  B.S.E. 
from  State  University  of  New  York 
at  Cortland  and  is  pursuing  his 
master's  degree. 

Tracie  Bellerose,  assistant  athletic 
trainer.  Formerly  head  athletic 
trainer  at  Griswold  High  School  and 
Woodstock  Academy  and  a  physical 
therapy  aide  for  Eastern  Connecticut 
Rehabilitation  Centers,  Bellerose 
holds  a  B.S.  in  physical  education. 
She  is  a  house  parent  in  Spurr 
Dormitory. 

Kevin  Lydon,  associate  director  of 
admission.  Lydon  has  taught  algebra 
and  coached  soccer,  lacrosse,  and 
hockey  at  the  Landmark  School  and 
Cardigan  Mountain  School.  He 
holds  a  B.S.  in  finance  and  a  B.S.  in 
business  management  from  North- 
eastern University.  He  and  his  wife, 
Amy,  live  on  campus. 

Titus  Stewart,  assistant  director  of 
admission.  A  member  of  Berkshire's 
Class  of  1989,  Stewart  has  worked  as 
a  substance  abuse  counselor  at  a 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  hospital  and  as  case 
manager  for  a  not-for-profit  child 
and  family  service  agency.  He  holds 
a  B.A.  from  the  State  University  of 
New  York  at  Old  Westbury  and  is  a 
house  parent  in  Eipper  Dormitory. 
Stewart  will  coach  varsity  baseball 
in  the  spring. 

Several  staff  members  have  new 
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assignments.  Phillip  J.  Jarvis,  who 
served  as  interim  he, id  of  school  hist 
year,  has  returned  to  his  previous 
position  as  assistant  head  of  school 
for  enrollment.  Jarvis  and  his  family 
live  in  Dixon  House,  across 
Undermountain  Rd.  from  campus. 
Dean  Charpentier,  who  taught 
English  at  Berkshire  for  the  past  five 
years,  is  now  the  school's  dean  of 
students.  Science  teacher  Peter 
Quilty  has  been  named  dean  of  the 
fourth  form  (sophomores),  English 
teacher  Linda  Bellizzi  dean  of  the 
fifth  form  (juniors)  and  English 
teacher  A.J.  Kohlhepp  dean  of  the 
sixth  form  (seniors).  All  three  will 
continue  their  teaching  duties. 

Al  Bredenfoerder  and  David 
Sanborn  are  the  new  co-chairs  of  the 
mathematics  department,  while  Jean 
Erick  Joassaint  is  the  new  chair  of 
the  language  department.  Marc 
Wysocki  has  been  promoted  to  head 
athletic  trainer. 

In  other  Berkshire  School  news, 
the  Trustees  announced  that  they 
hope  to  appoint  an  interim  successor 
to  the  late  Head  of  School  Larry 
Piatelli  by  early  December.  Piatelli, 
who  had  become  Berkshire's  Head  of 
School  on  July  1,  died  suddenly  of 
heart  failure  on  October  19  at  the 
age  of  5 1 . 

— Dana  Currier,  Assistant  Director 
of  Communications ,  Berkshire  School 
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TOWN  TREE-LIGHTING 
FESTIVITIES 

Saturday,  Dec.  6,  is  the  date  for  the 
annual  holiday  festivities  in  Ashley 
Falls.  Hay  rides  start  at  4pm,  with 
the  handsome  draft  horses  from 
Split  Rail  Ranch  taking  kids  of  all 
ages  on  wagon  rides  around  the 
center  of  the  village.  At  5,  the 
community  will  gather  on  the  green 
for  the  lighting  of  the  70-foot 
Norway  spruce,  followed  by  music  of 
the  season.  After  the  tree  lighting, 
the  wagon  rides  will  resume.  Hot 
cocoa  and  homemade  cookies  will 
be  available  throughout  the  event, 
which  will  take  place  rain  (or  snow) 
or  shine.  Everything  is  free,  and 
everyone  is  urged  to  join  in.  Dona- 
tions are  gratefully  accepted  and 
may  be  sent  to  the  Ashley  Falls  Tree 
Fund,  P.O.  Box  6,  Ashley  Falls,  MA 
01222. 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  Dec.  7., 
the  tree  on  the  Sheffield  Green 
between  the  Old  Stone  Store  and 
the  Old  Parish  Church  will  be  lit  at 
6pm.  The  Mt.  Everett  High  School 
band,  under  the  direction  of  Eric 
Blackburn,  will  be  on  hand  to  play 
carols.  After  the  lighting,  everyone 
is  invited  to  warm  up  in  the  Old 
Parish  Church  with  more  carols  and 
refreshments.  All  are  welcome  to 
this  holiday  festival — although  held 
in  conjunction  with  area  churches, 
it's  non-denominational. 


Churches  &  Services 


ASHLEY  FALLS 

Grace  Bible  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560; 

parsonage 

(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am 

Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult); 

10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 

care  provided;    Rev.  Edward  M. 

Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United 

Methodist) 

1 1 56  Ashley  Falls  Road  (41 3)  229- 

2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 

Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 
Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(^constructionist) 
North  Street  (413)528-4197 
Friday,  8pm  8t  Saturday,  10am. 
Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on 
the  answering  machine,  including 
special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 
Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service; 
Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  & 
Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah 
Zecher,  As't  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street  (413) 
528-1330.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday 
Worship.  Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of 
South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist 

Church,  198  Main  Street 

(413)528-4850;  home  (41 3)  528- 

3106. 

Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

1 80  Main  Street  (41 3)  229-881 1 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy 

Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  & 

childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Susan  H. 

Crampton 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's 
^Vitnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (41 3)  229- 

8649. 

The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229- 
0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday 
School;  10:45am  Worship  Service; 
6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm 
Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V. 
Morris. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of 

Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Art 

Kaufman,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 
Maple  Avenue  (413)229-3028; 
Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass;  Sunday: 
Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill 
River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non- 
denominational) 
1970  N.  Main  Street, 
www.sheffieldchapel.org  ,  (413) 
528-0233  Sunday:  8am  a  10:45am 
Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday 
school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm 
Prayer  Meeting;  Wednesday:  7-9pm 
Separation  and  Divorce  Care 
Seminar/Support  group.  Pastor 
Chet  Howes 


Campo    de'Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  and  Garden 
Furnishings 

Route  7,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 
(413)  528-1857      Open  Daily     10-5 


Conn.  Licensed 
Arborist  #62525 


Ron  Yaple 

Mass.  Certified 

Arborist 


P.O.  Box  603  •  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Office:  413-229-2728 

Fax:413-229-0167 

Cell  Phone:  413-822-0203 

Email:  racemtn@bcn.net 


CHURCH  NEWS 

THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 

There  will  be  an  interfaith  commu- 
nity Thanksgiving  service  on  Nov. 
23  at  3pm  at  St.  James  Episcopal 
Church  in  Great  Barrington. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  EPISCOPAL 

Holiday  Services.  The  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  service  will  be  at  10am, 
Rev.  Ray  W.  Wilson,  celebrant. 

The  Children's  Christmas  Pag- 
eant will  be  at  4pm  on  Sat.,  Dec.  20. 
Refreshments  will  be  served  after 
the  service  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Sun.,  Dec.  21,  Holy  Eucharist  is 
at  8am  and  the  Children's  Christmas 
Pageant  at  10  am. 

Christmas  Eve,  Festival  Choral 
Eucharist  will  be  at  5  &  10pm,  with 
choirs  and  soloists  to  be  announced. 

OLD  PARISH  CHURCH 

Pot  luck  supper.  At  Old  Parish  on 
Nov.  9,  come  and  order  "gifts  that 
give  twice,"  eat  and  be  entertained. 
The  pot  luck  supper  begins  at  5:30. 
Christmas  Eve  services.  A 


family  service  of  stories  and  carols 
will  be  held  at  5:30pm  on  Dec.  24. 
A  service  of  carols  and  candles  will 
be  held  at  1 1pm. 

OUR  LADY  OF  THE  VALLEY 

Christmas  bazaar.  Our  Lady  of  the 
Valley  Catholic  Women's  Club's 
annual  Christmas  bazaar  will  be  Sat., 
Nov.  22,  9:30am  to  noon,  in  the 
Parish  Hall.  The  event  features 
baked  goods  and  boutique  tables, 
hand-decorated  wreathes  and 
refreshments.  Tickets  will  be  sold  for 
two  raffles,  one  courtesy  of  dona- 
tions from  local  merchants  and  one 
for  handcrafted  items,  including  a 
doll-house,  donated  by  Mrs.  Jean 
Adams. 

HOLIDAY  CONCERTS  SET 

The  annual  S.  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District  Holiday  Concerts 
will  be  held  at  the  Consolati  Per- 
forming Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Everett 
Regional  School.  The  Grade  5-8 
Band  performs  Dec.  9  at  7pm  and 
the  middle,  high  school  and  jazz 
bands  perform  Dec.  18  at  7pm. 


BROADBAND  UPDATE 

Broadband  computer  access  is  now 
available  in  parts  of  Sheffield 
through  the  DSL  technology,  which 
uses  phone  lines  to  broaden  the 
"band"  for  computer  connections 
and  thus  increase  their  speed.  Mike 
Pequinot,  spokesperson  for  Verizon, 
said  service  became  available  as  of 
September  1  for  those  close  enough 
to  the  Verizon  switching  station  in 
the  center  of  town  for  the  technol- 
ogy to  work.  "People  who  can  get 
DSL  should  have  been  notified  with 
an  insert  in  their  bill,"  he  told  the 
Sheffield  Times. 

People  farther  away  from  the 
town  center  will  have  to  wait  for 
cable  modems  to  be  available 
through  Adelphia.  According  to 
Mary  Sevey,  general  manager  for 
the  North  Adams  and  Lee  area, 
that  should  be  very  soon.  "We're 
waiting  on  some  equipment,"  she 
said  in  late  October,  adding  that 
cable  modem  availability  should  be 
coming  in  the  next  few  weeks  for 
Great  Barrington  and  Sheffield. 
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HOLIDAY  OPEN  HOUSE 

At 
Casa  Mia  Studio 

SAT.  NOV.  29  &  SUN.  NOV.  30 

11  to  4 

Featuring  the  ARTWORK 
Of 

LOIS  RYDER  -  Scratchboard  Artistry  with 
Intricate  Detail  &  Timeless  Images 

And 

LOIS  VAN  CLEEF  -  Impressions  of  People, 
Places  &  Things  in  Pastel,  Watercolor  and  Oil 

1291  Ashley  Falls  Road, 
Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 
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MILL  POND  RESTORED 

Many  of  us  brought  up  on  TV's  "Gentle  Ben"  of  the  70s 
will  remember  the  airboat  that  skimmed  across  the 
waters  of  the  Everglades  narrowly  avoiding  alligators  and 
hidden  stumps.  When  an  airboat  appeared  this  summer 
on  Mill  Pond,  the  lake  off  Bow  Wow  Road  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield,  the  concern  was  not  alligators  but  non- 
native  invasive  weeds. 

Over  the  years,  Eurasian  water  milfoil,  water  chest- 
nut, and  phragmites,  exotic  weeds  seen  in  many  New 
England  ponds,  had  infested  Mill  Pond  to  the  extent 
that  residents  were  concerned  it  would  revert  to  its 
original  state — a  narrow  stream  meandering  through 
wetlands  on  its  way  to  the  Housatonic. 

Mill  Pond  has  a  rich  history  in  Sheffield.  If  Sheffield 
"began"  in  1733,  Mill  Pond  followed  shortly  thereafter, 
in  1735,  when  the  first  dam  and  mill  were  constructed, 
for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Over  the  years  the  dam 
and  the  land  around  it  housed  a  gristmill  and  a  sawmill 
and  at  one  time  vinegar  and  cider  brandy  and  rye 
whiskey  were  made.  If  Mill  Pond  were  "lost,"  Sheffield 
would  also  have  lost  a  place  of  memory  and  beauty. 

The  airboat  belongs  to  Aquatic  Control  Technology, 
a  firm  based  in  Sutton,  Mass.,  that  specializes  in  lake 
restoration.  A  group  called  the  Mill  Pond  Association, 


.,  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MAj 


Mill  Pond  received  its  first  herbicide  treatment  this  year  to  combat 
the  invasive  weeds  that  were  taking  over  the  pond.  Careful 
observers  may  have  noticed  the  airboat  used  by  the  consultants 
hired  to  help  with  pond  restoration  efforts. 

consisting  of  the  24  property  owners  that  abut  the  pond, 
hired  ACT  to  spray  an  environmentally  safe  herbicide 
over  the  Pond's  almost  100  acres.  The  Association  was 
formed  in  the  late  summer  2002,  when  the  infestation 
was  so  bad  residents  considered  "walking  across  the 
water"  rather  than  attempting  it  with  a  canoe. 

The  journey  leading  to  ACT's  airboat  was  not  an 
easy  one  and  involved  infinite  patience.  Although  the 
land  under  and  surrounding  the  pond  and  the  dam  itself 
are  privately  owned,  the  water  is  subject  to  state  regula- 
tion. Guided  by  the  Sheffield  Conservation  Commission 
and  ACT,  the  Association  negotiated  the  necessary 
permitting  process  with  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Environmental  Protection  and  the  Division  of  Fish 
and  Wildlife.  At  the  same  time  property  owners  raised 
the  considerable  funds  necessary  to  bring  the  project  to 
its  conclusion. 

The  satisfying  result  can  be  seen  from  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
or  Cook  Rd.  where  it  crosses  Hubbard  Brook  just  below 
the  dam.  Canoes  and  kayaks  once  again  are  common  on 
the  water,  and  the  pond  teems  with  wildlife.  This  fall 
migrating  Canada  geese  have  been  abundant,  and  a 
great  blue  heron  watches  expectantly  along  the  banks. 

The  Association  understands,  however,  that  while  a 
battle  has  been  won,  the  war  has  not.  Aquatic  weeds 
like  crabgrass  and  milfoil  require  constant  attention  or 
they  will  re-emerge.  The  Mill  Pond  Association,  like  a 
lot  of  other  northeastern  lake  and  pond  communities,  is 
searching  for  a  "permanent"  cure.  Meanwhile,  they  are 
ready  to  welcome  a  return  visit  by  the  airboat  next  year. 

— John  G .  Wightman 


8 


TWO  SHEFFIELD  4-H-ers  ARE  BIG  WINNERS  AT  THE  BIG  E 


Two  Sheffield  residents  recently  won 
prizes  for  showing  their  animals  at 
the  Eastern  States  Exposition  (the 
"Big  E"),  in  late  September. 

Champion  Nubian.  Emerson 
Martin,  a  14-year-old  freshman  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School,  was  the 
first  delegate  from  Berkshire  County 
to  show  dairy  goats  at  the  Big  E.  He 
and  his  goat,  Ameka,  a  two-year-old 
purebred  Nubian,  won  first  place  in 
showmanship  for  all  of  New  En- 
gland. Emerson  was  awarded  rosette 
ribbons  and  a  trophy  for  Senior 
Champion  (2-3  year-old  milkers), 
Grand  Champion  (all  senior  does), 
and  Best  of  Breed.  Emerson  stayed  at 
the  fair  grounds,  fitted  his  goat  for 
showing,  milked  twice  a  day  for 
dairy  herd  testing,  and  took  a  writ- 
ten exam  testing  his  knowledge  of 
dairy  goats  and  their  management. 

Emerson  and  his  family  have  a 
small  hobby  farm  on  Hulett  Hill  Rd. 
in  Sheffield  and  have  been  milking 
and  showing  goats  for  10  years.  They 
have  nine  goats  overall  and  will  be 
milking  seven  next  spring.  Emerson, 
a  member  of  the  Sheffield  Whinnies 
4-H  Club,  plans  to  go  to  the  Na- 
tional Dairy  Goat  Show  in  Harris- 
burg,  PA,  in  July  2004.  His  sisters 
Lindie,  12,  and  Charlotte,  10,  also 
show  goats  and  plan  to  follow  in 
their  brother's  footsteps  at  the  Big  E 
someday. 

Champion  Holstein.  Sheri 
Boardman,  also  a  14-year-old  fresh- 
man at  Housatonic  Valley  Regional 
High  School  in  Falls  Village,  CT, 
won  Reserve  Grand  Champion  in 
her  showmanship  class  at  the  Big  E. 


Winner  one  of  eight  Junior  Show- 
manship classes,  she  was  judged  on 
the  cleanliness  of  her  cow  Kerin,  its 
grooming,  how  well  it  was  trained  to 
stop  and  move  on  command,  and 
her  ability  to  show  the  animal  with 
ease  and  comfort.  Sheri  then  com- 
peted in  the  championship  runoff 
and  was  named  Reserve  Grand 
Showman  for  all  New  England. 


SIkti,  daughter  of  Sandy  and 
Rick  Boardman,  has  been  showing 
registered  Holsteins  since  she  was 
two  years  old.  Currently  the  owner 
of  four  cows,  she  is  an  active  part  of 
Carlwood  Farm  in  Canaan,  CT,  a 
family  dairy  farm  owned  by  her 
grandparents,  Doug  and  Cris 
Carlson.  Sheri  is  an  active  member 
of  Busy  Farmers  4-H  Club. 

•  -  ■'■ 


Sheri  Boardman  with  her  champion  Holstein,  Kerin,  at  the  Big  E. 


SHEFFIELD  FOOD  PROGRAM 

Every  Monday  morning  volunteers  from  our  community  gather  at  Old 
Parish  Church  to  distribute  food  to  individuals  and  families  who,  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  just  can't  "do  it  all."  Food  is  donated  from  area 
churches  and  businesses  (Big  Y,  Price  Chopper,  etc.)  and  bought  from 
donated  funds. 

If  you,  or  someone  you  know,  is  in  need  of  food  assistance,  call  the 
church  office  (229-8173)  or  stop  in  on  Mondays  from  9:30-10:30. 

And  don't  forget,  there  is  a  drop-off  barrel  for  non-perishable  food 
items  inside  the  Sheffield  Branch  of  Berkshire  Bank,  so  you  can  make  a 
contribution  any  time  the  bank  is  open. 


Est.  1967 
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CAT  PARROT  GOAT  KOI  HORSE  DOG  SHEEP  COW  PIG  CHICKEN  RABBITT3 
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SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

494  SHEFFIELD  PLAIN 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA.  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 

BOB  VAN  DEUSEN  -  GRI  -  BROKER  RESIDENCE 

413-229-8861  413-229-2310 
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PURINA  FEEDS  HOME  DELIVERED 

ANIMAL  RELATED  SERVICES 

CUSTOM  TRACTOR  WORK 


Ed  Hotaling 

(4  13)  229-2245 


P.O.  Box    I  I  86 
Sheffield,  MA  O  I  257-1  I  86 
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BOB  LAW  RECOGNIZED  AS  A  MAN  WITH  A  VISION 


The  Peace  Awards  are  given  each  year  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Public  Health  through  its  Rural 
Domestic  Violence  and  Child  Victimization  Project. 
This  year,  seven  awards  were  presented  Sept.  29  at  the 
Pittsfield  Library.  The  Visionary  Award,  which  recog- 
nizes a  teacher  who  has  promoted  nonviolence  or 
healthy  conflict  resolution  in  his/her  class,  was  pre- 
sented to  Bob  Law,  teacher  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School 
for  more  than  10  years. 

Bob  was  the  first  teacher  in  the  state  to  receive  this 
award.  That  says  a  lot,  not  only  about  this  very  talented 
and  dedicated  individual  but  also  about  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District,  Bob's  employer. 

But  let  me  tell  you  more  about  Bob.  His  official  title 
is  "Community  Relations  Liaison  and  Performing  Arts 
Coordinator."  The  title  might  suggest  a  CEO-type 
sitting  behind  a  mahogany  desk  in  a  spacious  office 
shielded  from  interruptions  by  his  personal  secretary. 
Bob  is  anything  but.  He  rarely  if  ever  wears  a  suit,  no 
less  a  tie,  and  his  office  is  a  windowless  two  by  four 
located  just  inside  the  main  entrance  to  the  school. 
Students  and  staff  pop  in  unannounced  just  to  "check 
in"  and  Bob  frequently  calls  in  a  student  or  staff  person 


Precision  Autocraft 

THE  ART  OF  COLLISION  REPAIR 


High  Quality  Body  Repair  &  Finishiny 


Complete  Collision 

Paint 

Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Contolled  Estimating 

and  Paint  Mixing  systems 


413-528-1457 
1-800-734-1457 


STO 


Approved 
Auto  Body 
Repair 


Rt  7  - 1 939  North  Main  St.  •  Sheffield,  MA 


as  they  pass  by  to  see  how  they're  doing,  to  remind  them 
that  rehearsal  is  today  or  just  to  tell  them  how  good  they 
were  at  yesterday's  rehearsal.  Spend  just  a  few  minutes 
with  him  and  you  get  a  sense  of  how  much  he  cares 
about  the  students,  his  colleagues,  his  job  and  our 
school. 

Most  of  all,  he  cares  about  the  role  the  arts  play  in 
helping  young  people,  in  his  words,  "discover  their 
creative  side,  develop  confidence  in  themselves,  poise, 
and  skills  that  will  last  for  a  lifetime."  Apparently  the 
young  people  Bob  works  with  agree.  Last  year  60  percent 
of  the  student  body  from  grades  3-12  were  involved  in  at 
least  one  of  the  five  performances  put  on  under  his 
tutelage.  Some  performed  in  four  out  of  five!  And  they 
do  it  all:  costumes,  set  design,  lighting,  soundboard  and, 
of  course,  acting. 

More  importantly,  Bob  says  they  learn  about  them- 
selves and  each  other.  Bob  deliberately  chooses  plays 
that  help  them  learn  how  to  deal  with  real-life  issues 
like  suicide,  relationships,  death  and  dying.  And  they 
learn  how  to  have  fun  singing  their  hearts  out  in  musi- 
cals like  "Cabaret"  (this  February)  and  "Fiddler  on  the 
Roof  (May). 

Even  though  Bob  won't  say  it  (he's  way  too  humble), 
students  learn  that  there  are  some  adults  (like  Bob)  who 
really,  really  care  about  them  and  will  do  anything  to 
make  sure  they  know  they  are  valued  and  loved  just  as 
they  are!  Bob  points  to  two  people  in  his  life  who 
nurtured  this  passion  for  people  and  the  arts  in  him:  his 
mother,  who  introduced  him  to  the  arts,  and  his  friend 
and  colleague  Nancy  Loder. 

Bob's  greatest  fear?  That  something  might  happen  to 
him  that  would  prevent  him  from  continuing  to  work 
with  "his  kids."  Bob  Law  is  truly  a  visionary  and  a  gift  to 
all  of  us. 

— Art  Kaufman 


PJ'S  COUNTRY 
CONVENIENCE  STORE 

139  SOUTH  MAIN  STREET 
SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-6610 

DELI,  LOTTERY,  GROCERIES 
BEER,  WINE,  CATERING 
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RIVER  INVITATION 

Housatonic  River  Restoration 
invites  people  of  Berkshire  County 
to  share  what  they  see  for  the  river's 
future  at  a  series  of  meetings  in 
October  and  November.  The  public 
participation  will  help  guide  the 
agencies  charged  with  river  restora- 
tion following  the  settlement 
between  the  General  Electric 
Company  and  the  U.S.  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency,  to 
remedy  years  of  PCB  pollution. 

November  meeting  dates  are: 
Wed.,  Nov.  12,  7-9pm,  at  Berkshire 
South  Community  Center  on 
Crissey  Rd.  in  Great  Barrington  and 
Thurs.,  Nov.  20,  7-9pm,  at  Hinsdale 
Town  Hall  Community  Room  on 
South  St.  in  Hinsdale. 

"It  is  important  that  everyone  be 
heard,"  says  Rachel  Fletcher, 
Housatonic  River  Restoration's 
executive  director,  not  just  about 
restoring  the  river  but  also  about 
recreational  opportunities  and  ways 
to  link  the  river  with  communities 
along  its  way.  Information  at 
www.restorehousatonic.com. 


Buy  Local! 

r  advertisers  are  local  businesses.   Let  them  know  you  read 
about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

Senior  Center  trip.  A  trip  to  Boston 
is  being  planned  for  Tues.,  Nov.  18. 
Participants  will  visit  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Library  in  the  soaring  I.  M. 
Pei  building  overlooking  Boston 
Harbor,  where  film  and  tape  record- 
ings, photographs,  letters,  and 
hundreds  of  objects,  including  JFK's 
desk  and  sailboat,  document  his  life 
with  dramatic,  life-like  exhibits. 
Currently  the  special  exhibit  is 
Caroline's  doll  collection:  dolls  and 
puppets  from  all  over  the  world 
given  to  her  as  a  child  in  the  White 
House.  Lunch  will  be  at  the  re- 
nowned Phillips  Old  Colony  House, 
very  English  in  atmosphere. 

The  afternoon  will  be  spent  at 
the  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Mu- 
seum, a  turn-of-the-century  mansion 
built  in  the  style  of  a  15th  century 
Italian  palace.  An  interior  courtyard 


filled  with  plants  and  flowers  and  a 
house  filled  with  artistic  treasures 
make  up  one  of  the  unique  museums 
of  the  art  world. 

The  trip  will  leave  Dewey  Hall  at 
7:45am  and  return  at  6:30pm.  Cost: 
$61  (in  advance).  Call  the  Senior 
Center  at  229-7022  for  reservations. 

Prescription  drug  program 
saved.  State  Representative  William 
"Smitty"  Pignatelli  has  the  gratitude 
of  Berkshire  seniors  for  his  part  in 
saving  Prescription  Advantage  and 
other  programs  for  the  elderly,  which 
were  scheduled  for  the  chopping 
block  during  the  recent  state  budget 
hearings.  Thanks  also  to  State  Sena- 
tor Andrea  F.  Nuciforo,  and  others 
in  the  legislature;  to  advocates 
mobilized  by  Elder  Services  of  Berk- 
shire County  and  just  plain  vocifer- 
ous citizens.  The  funding  was  rein- 
stated, proving  that  advocacy  works. 
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^>Webster 
Ingersoll 

Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 


prelude  n  1:  an  introduction 

played  before  the  performance  of 

a  composition  2:  the  fieldstone  walk 

that  leads  to  marble  steps 


1719  N.  MAIN  STREET,  SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

PHONE  413-229-8124    FAX  413-229-8123 

www.websteringersoll.com 
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Sheffield  Pair  2005 


The  Sheffield  Fair,  part  of  Sheffield 
in  Celebration  with  the  Art  Show  at 
the  Library,  the  Heavenly  Quilt  Show 
and  the  Farmers'  Market,  was  held 
on  the  village  green.  The  kids  activ- 
ities were  a  great  success,  with  the 
lines  for  the  climbing  wall  and  face 
painting  going  around  the  corner  and 
the  pony  rides  and  hay  ride  ran  an 
hour  longer  than  planned  to  accomo- 


Center  top: 

Classic  cars  in 
front  of  Dewey 
Hall;  Above: 
Olympia 
Cassivant's  face 
painting  was  a 
hit;  Right: 
Senior  Center 
Salad  Bar;  Left: 
Selectman 
Stanton  peruses 
Claudia  Ziobro's 
handmade  saches ; 
Right:  Boyd 
Hutchinson 
demonstrates  the 
process  of 
crafting  fine 
boxes;  Left: 
Examining  maps 
at  the  Master 
Plan  Booth; 
Below:  Jim 
Wolfe  drives  a 
full  hayride 
thruogh  the 
festivities  on  the 
Village  Green. 


date  all  those  waiting.  The  new  Food 
Court  was  packed,  and  the  Kiwanis 
made  sure  taht  the  parking  went 
smoothly.  The  classic  and  muscle 
cars  were  back  again  for  the  third 


year  as  were  many  of  the  vendors  - 
local  craftsmen  and  cottage 
industries,  and  Silks  and  the  Market 
opened  up  onto  the  sidewalk.   Kids 
and  parents  were  thrilled  to  explore 
the  engines  on  display  at  the  Fire 
Department  and  enjoy  the  music  and 
Glory  B  clowns.  The  Master  Plan 
booth  was  open  for  people  to  review 
and  comment  on  maps  and  reports. 


Above:  Local 
favorite  and  MC 
Tom  Ingersoll  jams 
with  folk  duo 
Yankee  Notions, 
underwritten  by  the 
Sheffield  Cultural 
Council;  Right: 
Kids  were  all  smiles 
steering  the  fire 
engine  wearing  their 
pint  sized  fire  hats; 
Right:  Kristin 
Wolfe  enjoys  an  ice 
cream  from  the 
Sheffield  Market- 
place; Below: 
Strolling  through  the 
vendors  and  listen- 
ing to  the  music  ; 
Center  Bottom: 
John  Arthur  Miller, 
vendor  Jim  Law  and 
Cultural  Council 
Chair  Joanne 
Shmulsty  enjoys  the 
music  with  family 
and  friends . 
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THANK  YOU! 

To  everyone  who  contributed  this  year  and  during  our  spring  campaign  to  help  keep  the  Sheffield 

Times  going!   To  anyone  we  missed,  we'll  get  you  into  the  next  issue.   For  those  who  still  want  to  give, 

there  is  a  contribution  slip  on  the  last  page  of  each  issue  and  the  fall  campaign  will  begin  soon. 


Allen  B.  Altman 

H.S.  Andrews  Insurance  Agency 

Richard  Armstrong 

Grace  W.  Artz 

Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement 

Society 

Frederick  A.  Bangs 

Lee  Bank 

Barrington  Brewery  &  Restaurant 

Malcolm  &  Barbara  Bayliss 

Robert  &  Debra  Beham 

Julie  Berriault  &  Anthony  Sheldon 

Jeffrey  &  Julie  Blake 

Josie  Blanchard 

Bradford's  Auction  Galleries 

Neal  S.  Brandt 

Theresa  L.  Brazie 

Marcia  E.  Brolli 

Joan  &  Richard  Brooks 

Grace  &  Brady  Brown 

Bill  &  Penny  Brown 

Joseph  E.  Cane 

Marvin  T.  Casivant 

Neal  B.  Chamberlain 

Elizabeth  Chapin 

Lo-Yi  &  Millie  Chan 

Neil  &  Kathy  Chrisman 

Ursula  &  Walter  Cliff 

Jeffrey  Colli ngwood 

Paul  &  Carol  Collins 

William  &  Jacqueline  Connell 

Anthony  and  Marjorie  Consolim 

Gary  &  Janet  Cookson 

Constance  Cooper 

Susan  &  Stuart  Crampton 

Valmore  &  Eleanor  Cross 

Donald  F.  Cruikshank 

Kevin  M.  Curtis 

Jean  E.  Curtiss 

Thomas  V.  Czarnowshi 

Barbara  Davidson 

Dwight  C.  Dellert 

Dovetail  Antiques 

Jennifer  A.  Dowley 

John  R.  Downie 

Tom  F.  Driver  &  Anne  L.  Barsow 

Virginia  J.  Drury 

Ruth  &  David  Dutcher 

Frances  A.  Eastburn 

Michael  Ebenstein 

Peter  &  Patricia  Elsbach 

Nancy  B.  Emery 

Stuart  Fischer  &  Jeanette  Mall 

Jean  &  Amy  Fish 

Inez  Flinn  &  Hazel  Clark 

Bruce  &  Marcia  Fowle 


Benno  Friedman 

Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 

Natalie  Funk 

Bernard  &  Claude  Ghitman 

Ruth  A.  Gillette 

Michael  J.  Giulian 

Anthony  &  Sarah  Han-Giunta 

Frederic  Gordon 

Joy  W.  Gottlieb 

Martha  L.  Greene 

Stephen  Greenspan 

Wray  Gunn 

Dorothy  L.  Haller 

Bobbie  Hallig 

Robert  &  Deann  Halper 

Tiziana  &  Hugh  Hardy 

Claire  K.  Height 

Ben  Hillman  &  Amy  Rudnick 

Elizabeth  S.  Hobby 

J.  E.  Hotaling  Feed  &  Services 

Joseph  C.  Hurlburt 

James  &  Donna  Hurley 

Charles  H.  Joch,  Jr. 

Barry  N.  Kaufman 

Martin  &  Lillian  Keane 

Joseph  &  Chris  Kelley 

Kingsley  &  Sally  Kelly 

Edward  Knapp 

John  J.  Koneazsny 

Jessica  &  Robert  Krupski 

Thaddeus  B.  &  Maria  Kubis 

Rene  Kurjan 

Madie  Lanier 

Allison  Lassoe 

George  M.  Lazarus 

Olga  E.  Leafgreen 

Ronald  G.  Leonard 

Morton  Levin 

Susan  Lushing 

Bob  &  Sue  MacVeety 

Richard  and  Judy  Magenis 

Norman  M.  Margolis 

Minnie  L.  Markham 

Henry  &  Dawn  Massini 

Pheobe  McBee 

Charles  McNamera 

Nadia  Milleron  and  Michael  Stumo 

PauL  &  Kathy  Moritz 

Ronald  Myers 

C.  Twiggs  Myers 

Judith  A.  Nelson  Illustration  &  Design 

Joseph  &  Tess  Newmark 

North  Star  Rare  Books 

Richard  S.  Novak 

Christopher  Nye 

Ole  T.J.'s  Antique  Bam 


Thomas  W.  Orlando 

John  F.  Owens 

Tician  &  Judith  Papachristou 

Bruce  Person 

Lawrence  &  Jane  Piatelli 

Tammy  &  Louis  Pipa 

Carl  L.  Proper 

Peter  Pshenishny 

Ray's  Auto  Parts 

Joseph  H.  &  Carol  F.  Reich  Family  Fund 

Alfred  &  Doris  Richardson 

Rolling  in  Dough  Custom  Baked  Goods 

Susan  Rothschild  &  Don  Freedman 

George  W.  Rowe 

Peter  &  Ellen  Rowntree 

Kenneth  Safian 

Shawn  Samuels 

Elizabeth  &  Charles  Schmidt 

Bernard  and  Shelly  Schneider 

Charles  &  Pauline  Schumann 

Gillian  &  Jurke  Seidl 

Ann  &  Robert  Shanks 

Susan  Silver  Antiques 

Sheffield  Art  League 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

David  Smith 

Laura  D.  Smith 

Sigmund  Spiegel 

Bette  StaLker 

Janet  Stanton 

John  &  Katherine  Stookey 

Harriette  A.  Sturges 

Marcel  &  Millie  Tenenbaum 

Charles  Teti  &  Aiden  Cassidy 

Robert  &  Rebecca  Thomas 

Peter  &  Doris  Traub 

Jo  Jean  Travis 

Dennis  &  Tresp 

Albert  Trocchi 

H.W.  Turton 

Robert  A.  Ullrich 

Sabina  M.  Ullrich 

Loet  &  Edith  Velmans 

Jeffrey  Waingrow 

Elsie  West 

F.  Robert  Wheeler  &  Margaret  Dessau 

Marion  Whitman 

Thomas  &  Joan  Wiehl 

Sidney  Weinstein  &  Susan  Harper 

Thomas  A.  Wilson 

John  G.  &  Marilyn  Wightman 

James  and  June  Wolfe 

Rene  Wood  &  Dennis  Sears 

Don  &  Nina  Worth 

Thomas  &  Susan  Young 

Mark  &  Claudia  Ziobro 
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ASSESSORS 

Revaluations  available  for  review.  The  Sheffield  Board 
of  Assessors,  as  mandated  by  the  Commonwealth,  has 
received  preliminary  certification  for  the  triennial 
revaluation  of  all  real  and  personal  property  in  town. 
The  new  valuations  are  based  on  extensive  market 
analysis,  subject  to  final  certification  by  the  state  De- 
partment of  Revenue. 

A  listing  of  all  properties  in  the  town  with  old  and 
new  valuations  is  available  for  inspection  Oct.  27 
through  Nov.  7  in  the  assessor's  office  in  Town  Hall  and 
at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Memorial  Library.  Or  you  can 
arrange  an  appointment  by  contacting  the  Assessor's 
office  at  413-229-7001. 

Real  estate  tax  exemptions.  The  Assessors  have  sent 
out  exemption  forms  to  those  seniors  age  70  years  or 
older,  veterans  and  blind  who  received  them  last  year. 
The  Assessors  request  that  the  forms  be  returned  to  their 
office  as  soon  as  possible. 

Please  contact  the  Assessors  office  at  the  above 
number  if  you  have  questions  about  qualifications  for  an 
exemption. 
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Fine  Rustic  Furniture  and 
Architectural  Details 


Tables,  Chairs,  Beds,  Railings, 
Vine  and  Twig  Applique,  Fences, 
Tree  Houses,  Gates,  Arbors, 
Decks,  Trellises. 
An  Organic  Approach  to  Carpentry 
(413)  229-3263 
Ashley  Falls,  Ma. 
Everything  Created  with  Craftsmanship, 
Grace  and  Good  Humor 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays:  lpm-4pm, 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm; 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


TRANSFER  STATION 

Cellular  phone  recycling.  Starting  in  early  Nov.,  there 
is  a  new  recycling  program  at  the  Sheffield  Transfer 
Station.  Any  brand  of  cell  phone  and  Motorola  brand 
pagers  will  be  collected  and  shipped  out  for  recondition- 
ing and  re-use. 

See  the  Transfer  Station  attendant  for  details,  or  call 
recycling  coordinator  David  Steindler  at  413-229-2628. 

COLLECTORS 

Actual  tax  bills  will  be  sent  out  in  December  for  the 
February  and  May  2004  payments. 


Support  the  Sheffield  Times! 
See  page  27. 


The  Berkshires  Most  Interesting 
Chintz  Free,  Rustic  Mountain  Retreat 


RACE  BROOK 


n 


o 
a! 


A  Rustic  Alternative 


WORKSHOPS  *  MEETINGS  *  REUNIONS 

A  low  keyed,  informal  retreat  in  a  historic 
1 790's  post  and  beam  barn,  an  ideal  setting  for 
thoughtful  gatherings  and  country  celebrations. 

www.rblodge.com 
413-229-2916 
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SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FIRE  LOG 
-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

8/18-Car  accident.  Alarm  time  3:05pm.  In  service 

3:54pm. 
8/19-Alarm  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  10:43am.  In 

service  10:53am. 
8/22-Alarm  Bachetti's  Auto.  Alarm  time  4:40am.  In 

service  5:15am. 
8/23-stand  by  in  station  for  New  Marlboro  FD.  Structure 

fire.  Alarm  time  12:30am.  In  service  12:45am. 
8/26-Car  accident.  Alarm  time  2:08pm.  In  service 

2:20pm. 
8/28-lnjured  hiker  in  Mt.  Washington.  Alarm  time 

3:15pm.  In  service  7:16pm. 
8/31 -Car  fire.  Alarm  time  8:20am.  In  service  9:07am. 
9/2-Dryer  fire.  Alarm  time  4:45pm.  In  service  6:10pm. 
9/12-Electrical  fire.  Alarm  time  12:00am.  In  service 

1:35am. 
9/27-Lost  hiker  at  Race  Brook.  Alarm  time  8:00pm.  In 

service  8:30pm. 
9/28-Tree  down  on  wires.  Alarm  time  1:30pm.  In 

service  2:00pm. 
10/1 -Alarm  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  4:42pm.  In 

service  5:00pm. 
10/4-Car  accident.  Alarm  time  6:35pm.  In  service 

7:50pm. 
10/9-Lost  hiker.  Alarm  time  7:50pm.  In  service  9:26pm. 
10/10-Alarm  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  9:40am. In 

service  9:50am. 
10/12-Alarm  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  6:50am.  In 

service  7:10am. 


fSftcffieCd  Marfetptace 

Deli  Open  Everyday 


Sandwich  Specials  &  Hot  Soups 
Food  to  go!!! 


•  Fresh  Vegetables 

•  Fresh  Meats 

•  Groceries 


Fresh  Daily 

•  Pastries  •  Donuts  •  Bagels 

Coffee  Bar  featuring 

Green  Mt.  Coffee  &  Cappuccino 

Delivery  available  to  Seniors!! 

OPEN  7  DAYS— MON.-SAT.  6-9  SUN.  7-3 
Main  Street  Sheffield,  MA  •  413-229-9944 


TOWN  CLERK 

Voter  registration  &  absentee  ballots.   2004  is  an 
election  year  and  those  who  are  eligible  are  encouraged 
to  stop  in  and  register  to  vote  with  the  Town  Clerk. 
College  students  home  for  the  holidays  may  also  want 
to  see  the  Town  Clerk  about  absentee  ballot  requests. 

FALL  HUNTING  SEASON 

Written  permission  is  required  to  hunt  on  someone 
else's  property  in  Sheffield.  Special  Permits  are  needed 
for  antlerless  deer. 
Partial  Fall  Hunting  Season  Guide 

Pheasant:  10/1841/29 

Turkey:  10/27-11/1 

Deer  (archery):  10/13-11/22 

Deer  (shotgun):  12/1-12/13 

Deer  (primitive  firearms) :  12/15-1 2/3 1 

All  hunting  seasons  except  waterfowl  are  closed 
during  deer  shotgun  season.  Details  and  seasons  for 
other  species  are  listed  in  the  2003  MassWildlife  Ab- 
stracts available  from  the  Town  Clerk.  The  Abstracts 
also  list  bag  limits  and  rules  specific  to  each  species  and 
season  and  general  hunting  information  and  regula- 
tions. Sheffield  is  in  deer  Zone  3. 

Hours:  Hunting  hours  are  generally  from  one-half 
hour  before  sunrise  to  one-half  hour  after  sunset.  There 
are  some  exceptions,  which  are  noted  in  the  Abstracts. 
Hunting  is  not  permitted  on  Sundays. 

Safety:  During  deer  shotgun  season,  all  hunters  must 
wear  "a  minimum  of  500  square  inches  of  'hunter 
orange'  on  their  head,  chest  and  back."  Deer  hunters 
must  wear  the  same  during  muzzleloader  season  as  well. 

All  non-hunters  engaged  in  outdoor  recreational 
activities  are  advised  to  follow  the  same  guidelines.  All 
hunting  injuries  must  be  reported  to  state  or  local  police. 

Hunting  is  not  permitted  within  500  feet  of  any 
dwelling  or  building,  except  as  authorized  by  the  owner 
or  occupant,  nor  within  150  feet  of  any  state  or  hard- 
surfaced  highway.  No  firearm  or  arrow  may  be  dis- 
charged on  or  across  such  highways. 

For  more  information  call  the  Division  of  Fisheries 
and  Wildlife's  Western  Wildlife  District  Offices  at  (413) 
447-9789  or  visit  their  web  site  at  www.masswildlife.org. 


Berkshire  Country  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  •  S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  413-528-3899 


Residence  41 3-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mail  ext.  15 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  excerpts  from  meeting  minutes 


A  backlog  of  minutes  were  completed 
since  the  last  issue  of  the  Sheffield 
Times .  Some  of  the  major  topics 
covered  here ,  including  the  approval  of 
the  Kradel  gravel  excavation  permit  and 
the  passage  of  the  new  smoking  laws , 
were  covererd  in  previous  issues . 

6/2 — The  public  hearing  on  the 
Kradel  excavation  permit  contin- 
ued. [See  6/16  below,  the  July/ 
August  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times 
or  the  Town  Clerk  for  more  on 
approval  of  the  permit.] 

Clark  and  Green,  architects  of 
Great  Barrington,  were  hired  for 
Phase  1  of  the  site  design  for  the 
proposed  new  Senior  Center. 

A  curb  cut  was  approved  for 
Patrice  Dean  on  Berkshire  School 
Rd.,  pending  approval  by  the  Chief 
of  Police.  Francis  "Doc"  Nourse  was 
appointed  as  alternate  member  of 
the  Planning  Board,  and  John  James 
as  a  Finance  Committee  member. 

6/9 — The  Board  approved  a  mo- 
tion to  increase  the  terms  of  police 
officers  Susan  Rathbun  and  Nicho- 
las DeSantis  from  one  to  three  years. 

A  working  session  was  held  on 
the  Kradel  excavation  permit. 

6/16 — The  Kradel  permit  was 
approved  with  conditions  [see  the 
July/ August  issue  for  a  transcript  of 
the  conditions]  and  a  $35,143 
performance  bond,  to  be  reviewed 
annually. 

A  conservation  restriction  was 
approved  on  Robert  and  Susan 
MacVeety's  property  located  be- 
tween Kelsey  and  Foley  Rds.  The 
restriction  provides  for  the  possibil- 
ity of  one  guesthouse  and  one 
additional  house.  The  land  will 
remain  under  its  current  Chapter 
61B  (wildlife  and  recreation) 
assessment  triggering  no  change  in 
the  real-estate  taxes. 

The  board  also  approved  the 


appointments  of  Nancy  Simonds- 
Ruderman  as  Health  Inspector  and 
Lisa  Meyer  as  Temporary  Treasurer/ 
Collector's  Office  Clerk.  Berkshire 
Stage  Co.  was  granted  four  one-day 
alcoholic  licenses  for  dates  in  June 
and  July. 

6/23 — The  Selectmen  accepted  a 
bid  from  Tyler  Equipment  Corp.  for 
a  Volvo  front-end  loader  for  a  net  of 
$75,348  with  a  trade-in.  Questions 
were  raised  about  roadside  mowing. 
Chairman  David  Macy  read  a  letter 
from  the  Alcoholic  Beverages 
Control  Commission  regarding 
complaints  received  about  The 
Lantern  on  Clayton  Rd.  and  the 
activities  during  Sunday  "pig  roasts." 

Highway  Superintendent  Ronnie 
Bassett  requested  the  paving  with  oil 
and  stone  of  East  Rd.  between 
County  Rd.  and  Water  Farm  Rd.  and 
Water  Farm  Rd.  between  East  Rd. 
and  Boardman  St.,  as  well  as  50  feet 
on  each  side  of  the  intersection  of 
Water  Farm  and  East  Rds. 

6/25 — The  Board  reviewed  a 
letter  from  Massachusetts  Highway 
Dept.  notifying  the  Board  that  it  was 
considering  removing  the  bridge 
over  Schenob  Brook  on  Kelsey  Rd. 
The  Board  decided  to  send  a  letter 
stating  they  were  not  in  favor  of  the 
removal,  as  it  would  affect  the 
town's  ability  to  provide  emergency 
response  in  the  area. 

Mary  Ellen  O'Brien  was  ap- 
pointed Conservation  Commission 
secretary  and  Michael  James 
Mitchell  a  reserve  intermittent 
police  officer. 

7/7 — Jack  Pollitt  introduced 
Valerie  Spriggs,  the  new  superinten- 
dent of  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School,  to  the  Board.  He  also 
mentioned  that  he  would  like  to  see 
the  school  budgets  looked  at  early 
and  how  it  would  be  nice  to  see  the 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's 

meetings  can  also  be  seen 
Sundays  at  1 1 :30am  on  CTSB 

Cable  Chanel  1 1 . 
Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


five  towns  that  make  up  the  district 
come  together  and  not  have  so 
much  animosity.  The  Board  agreed. 

Marty  Clark,  the  animal  control 
officer  discussed  an  unlicensed  pit 
bull  living  in  Sheffield  that  bit  a 
child  at  the  Canaan  Carnival.  The 
dog  is  under  quarantine  until  it  is 
licensed.  He  will  investigate  a 
complaint  concerning  a  barking  dog 
on  35  Hulett  Hill  Rd. 

The  Board  approved  the  paving 
discussed  on  6/23  of  East  and  Water 
Farm  Rds.  Laura  Grunfeld  com- 
mented that  she  believed  everyone 
was  not  aware  of  the  paving  request 
and  that  dirt  roads  were  easier  to 
maintain. 

The  Board  also  approved  a  curb 
cut  for  SRF  Realty  on  County  Rd., 
pending  approval  of  the  chief  of 
Police,  and  a  one-day  alcoholic 
license  for  Fairview  Hospital  for 
their  annual  fundraiser. 

A  junk  car  complaint  regarding 
four  cars  was  turned  over  to  the 
Police  Dept.  Selectman  Kirschner 
questioned  the  progress  of  roadside 
mowing. 

7/21— Steve  McAllister  of  Clark 
&  Green  was  present  to  discuss  the 
site,  floor  plan  and  septic  plan  of  the 
proposed  Senior  Center,  to  be  built 
next  to  Town  Hall.  The  building 
would  be  one  level,  approximately 
3,100  square  feet,  with  handicapped 
access.  The  outside  of  the  building 
would  be  designed  with  some  char- 
acteristics of  the  building  it  is  replac- 
ing. The  proposed  septic  system  is  an 
issue,  with  the  septic  fields  placed 
next  to  the  barn,  leaving  room  for 
two  cars  to  pass  but  not  turn  around. 

McAllister  explained  he  has  been 
working  closely  with  the  Senior 
Center  Task  Force  and  Berkshire 
Housing  Development,  with  input 
from  some  residents.  The  $600,000 
in  grant  funding  is  intended  for 
Senior  Center  use  only.  The  plan  is 


currently  going  through  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  because  the  site  is 
less  than  the  required  one-half  acre. 

Discussion  was  held  about  the 
school  budget  and  the  effect  of  the  1 
percent  reduction  in  reimbursement 
by  the  state.  A  suggestion  was  made 
that  a  five-town  meeting  be  sched- 
uled including  Sheffield's  Finance 
Committee  and  representatives  from 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District. 

Eric  Carlson,  Industrial  Develop- 
ment Commission  Chairman,  was 
present  to  discuss  the  renewal  of  the 
Realtor  Agreement  for  Sheffield 
Business  Park  off  Hewins  Street  and 
East  Stahl  Road  with  Wheeler  & 
Taylor  Realty  Co.  There  was  discus- 
sion of  the  cool  climate  of  commer- 
cial activity,  but  there  is  hope  of 
having  some  sales  activity  within 
the  next  few  years. 

Jim  McGarry,  chief  of  police, 
introduced  Gregory  Priest,  a  candi- 
date for  part-time  Reserve  Intermit- 
tent Police  Officer.  The  Board  then 
appointed  Priest  to  the  position.  The 
Board  approved  a  curb  cut  for  Barry 
and  Jean  Emberlin  on  Rote  Hill  Rd., 
with  conditions. 

Chairman  Macy  asked  how 
roadside  mowing  was  progressing. 
Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz  said 
that  since  the  purchase  of  a  mower, 
the  mowing  has  been  progressing. 

8/4— Tom  Webb  of  the  Berkshire 
Housing  Authority  explained  some 
details  of  the  grant  and  requirements 
involved  in  building  a  new  Senior 
Center.  One  requirement  is  a  public 
hearing  allowing  questions  from  the 
community.  Another  is  that  the 
building  must  be  used  as  a  senior 
center  for  five  years;  after  that  it  can 
be  used  for  other  purposes  as  well. 
Questions  were  raised  about  the 
septic  system  and  the  Fire  Dept.'s 
water  supply.  The  Board  indicated 
that  they  are  planning  a  site  visit. 
Selectman  Janet  Stanton  mentioned 
that  any  questions  may  be  directed 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen's  office  or 
the  Senior  Center,  where  the  specifi- 
cations for  this  plan  are  on  display. 


8/18 — The  Board  approved  a 
motion  to  become  co-holder  of  an 
Agricultural  Preservation  Restric- 
tion to  be  placed  on  300  to  350  acres 
owned  by  Jim  Larkin  Sr.,  located  at 
Kellogg  Rd.,  Maple  Ave.,  Route  7, 
and  Egremont  Rd. 

The  Board  approved  the  closing 
of  the  center  of  Sheffield  for 
Sheffield  in  Celebration  on  Sept.  6. 
The  contract  with  Wheeler  & 
Taylor  discussed  on  7/21  was  ap- 
proved. Brenda  Ullrich  was  ap- 
pointed a  Cultural  Council  member. 

8/25 — Highway  Superintendent 
Bassett  requested  paving  (oil  and 
stone)  for  West  Rd.  and  1,200  ad- 
ditional feet  of  Water  Farm  Rd.  The 
Board  requested  that  the  two  report- 
ers present  at  the  meeting  post  this 
in  their  newspapers  and  stated  that 
they  like  to  announce  an  upgrading 
of  road  request  when  CTSB  [public 
access  TV]  is  present  as  another  way 
to  inform  residents.  The  Board  also 
moved  to  request  that  the  state  place 
a  bridge  on  Old  Joe  Rd. 

The  Board  approved  Jennifer 
Bennett  as  a  probationary  member 
of  the  Fire  Dept.  The  Board  also 
approved  a  curb  cut  for  Brent 
Getchell  on  Silver  St.,  contingent 
on  police  approval.  It  reviewed  bids 
for  the  1997  town  police  cruiser  and 
accepted  the  high  bid  of  $1,132  from 
Police  Cars  Unlimited  of  Woodside, 
NY.  Poll  workers  were  discussed,  and 
the  Board  approved  policies  about 
family  leave. 


9/15 — The  Board  approved  the 
paving  of  Water  Farm  and  West  Rd. 
pending  Town  Administrator  Weitz 
checking  with  the  state  Dept.  of 
Environmental  Protection  regarding 
oil  and  stoning  near  a  public  water 
source  on  Water  Farm  Rd. 

David  Steindler,  Recycling 
Coordinator,  was  present  to  discuss  a 
proposal  from  RMS  Communica- 
tions to  recycle  cellular  phones  and 
pagers  from  the  Town.  The  Board 
moved  to  pursue  the  proposal  (see 
related  item  on  page  14). 

The  Board  approved  a  curb  cut 
for  James  Fife  on  Shunpike  Rd.  and 
granted  permission  to  Frank  and 
Robert  Smith  to  archery  hunt  on 
Town  land  off  Berkshire  School  Rd. 

Selectman  Kirchner  asked  about 
roadside  mowing  on  County  Rd.  and 
whether  lines  will  be  painted  on  the 
road.  Weitz  indicated  that  lines  will 
be  painted  on  major  roads  only. 

9/22 — Chief  McGarry  was 
present,  recommending  a  meeting 
with  the  owner  of  The  Lantern  to 
discuss  parking,  fencing,  the  barrier 
on  the  property  line,  the  tent,  and 
the  number  of  people.  Selectman 
Stanton  mentioned  that  the  Board 
of  Health  should  also  be  invited  to 
address  a  noise  complaint.  The 
Building  Inspector  will  be  invited  to 
discuss  the  number  of  people 
allowed  inside  and  outside  the 
building. 

The  Board  offered  Robert  Gilpa- 
tric  a  position  at  the  Highway  Dept. 
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LIBRARY  NEWS 

LOCAL  AUTHORS  BOOK  PARTY 

Late  last  summer,  Adam  Harris,  a 
patron  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
in  Sheffield,  approached  Library 
Director  Nancy  Hahn  with  an  idea 
for  a  display  of  modern  literary 
figures'  favorite  works.  Why  not 
write  a  letter  to  selected  authors 
requesting  an  autographed  picture 
along  with  a  note  indicating  that 
author's  favorite  book  and  a  com- 
ment or  two  on  the  title  ?  The 
Library  would  then  display  the 
author's  portraits  and  comments 
along  with  the  actual  book. 

From  Adam  Harris's  inspiration 
came  the  idea  to  use  this  display  as  a 
backdrop  for  a  book-signing  party  for 
local  authors  hosted  by  the  Friends 
of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library. 

Upwards  of  20  local  authors  have 
been  invited  to  sell  and  sign  their 
works  on  Sat.,  Nov.  8,  from  10am  to 
2pm  at  the  Library  in  Sheffield. 
Over  the  past  two  years,  the  Friends 
of  the  Library,  enthusiastically 
encouraged  by  Nancy  Hahn,  have 
made  a  concerted  effort  to  support 
local  authors  by  hosting  readings 
and  book  signings  by  writers  from 
Berkshire,  Litchfield,  Dutchess  and 
Columbia  counties.  The  Bookloft  in 
Great  Barrington  has  collaborated 
with  great  success  in  many  of  these 
events.  Book  topics  have  ranged 
from  natural  history  to  mysteries  to 


children's  interests  to  political 
philosophy.  There  have  been  lively 
discussions.  More  than  80  people 
came  to  hear  Simon  Winchester 
read  from  his  book,  Krakatoa;  nearly 
200  children  and  parents  sang  lustily 
along  with  Sue  MacVeety  when  she 
and  local  illustrator  Anne  Douglas 
came  to  read  their  book  "Helper 
Cow." 

UPCOMING  BOOK  SIGNINGS 

In  addition  to  the  book-signing 
party  on  Nov.  8,  several  readings 
have  been  scheduled. 

Brett  Duval  Fromson  will 
present  "Hitting  The  Jackpot:  The 
Inside  Story  Of  The  Richest  Indian 
Tribe  In  History,"  on  Nov.  7,  at  7pm. 
Fromson,  a  writer  for  The  Street.com, 
spent  three  years  researching  his 
account  of  the  Mashantucket 
Pequots  of  Connecticut  and  the 
casinos  they  built.  Publisher  Weekly: 
"He  ably  captures  the  social,  politi- 
cal and  legal  processes  expertly 
finessed  by  the  Pequots  in  making 
Foxwoods  a  reality." 

Simon  Winchester  will  read  from 
his  new  book,  "The  Meaning  Of 
Everything:  The  Story  Of  The 
Oxford  English  Dictionary,"  on  Sat., 
Nov.  15,  at  2pm.  William  F  Buckley 
in  The  New  York  Times:  "  'The 
Meaning  of  Everything'  tells  the 
story  of  the  Oxford  English  Dictio- 
nary. It  is  teeming  with  knowledge 
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and  alive  with  insights.  Winchester 
handles  humor  and  awe  with  mod- 
esty and  cunning.  His  devotion  to 
the  story  is  the  more  eloquent  for 
the  cool-handedness  of  its  telling. 
His  prose  is  supremely  readable, 
admirable  in  its  lucid  handling  of 
lexicographical  mire." 

Loet  Velmans  of  Sheffield  will 
read  from  his  new  book,  "Long  Way 
Back  To  The  River  Kwai:  Memories 
of  World  War  II,"  on  Sat.,  Nov.  22, 
at  2pm.  Loet  spent  3  1/2  years  as  one 
of  the  POWs  building  the  "Railroad 
of  Death"  through  the  dense  jungle 
on  the  Burmese-Thailand  border,  an 
ordeal  during  which  some  200,000 
POWs  and  slave  laborers  died.  Fifty- 
seven  years  later  he  returned  to  the 
place  where  he  should  have  died  and 
where  he  had  buried  his  closest  friend. 
From  that  visit  comes  this  memoir. 

Books  will  be  for  sale  at  all 
programs  and  the  authors  will  be 
available  to  sign  them.  For  more 
information,  call  229-7004. 
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A  PASSION  FOR  EMERSON 

On  Oct.  4,  local  author  Richard  Grossman  shared  his 
passion  for  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  at  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  as  he  read  selections  from  his  new  book,  "A  Year 
with  Emerson."  Grossman  recalled  Emerson's  resolve  "to 
keep  an  honest  journal,  a  farmers'  almanac  of  mental 
moves."  From  his  lifelong  study  of  the  many  books  and 
journals  of  "The  Sage  of  Concord,"  Grossman  has 
compiled  an  ample  collection  of  insights  and  wisdom. 
"A  Year  with  Emerson"  is  published  by  David  R.  Godine, 
Boston,  and  is  beautifully  illustrated  with  engravings  by 
local  artist  Barry  Moser. 

Grossman,  an  educator,  therapist,  and  former  pub- 
lisher, has  been  a  student  of  Emerson's  writings  for 
almost  50  years.  Emerson  was  America's  first  public 
intellectual  and  the  patron  saint  of  autodidacts.  Born  on 
May  25,  1803,  he  resided  for  many  years  until  his  death 
in  1883  in  Concord,  MA,  near  Walden  Pond,  close  to 
his  friends  Henry  David  Thoreau,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne, 
and  Bronson  Alcott. 

Emerson  was  educated  at  Harvard  and  for  several 
years  was  a  Unitarian  minister.  Resigning  his  pastorate 
in  1 83 1 ,  Emerson  traveled  to  Europe  where  he  be- 
friended Thomas  Carlyle  and  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge, 
who  in  their  attacks  on  hypocrisy  and  materialism  and 
belief  in  the  power  of  the  individual  helped  Emerson 
formulate  his  own  philosophy. 

Emerson  became  the  chief  advocate  of  Transcenden- 
talism, a  reaction  against  scientific  rationalism,  which 
held  that  everything  in  our  world — even  a  drop  of 
water — is  a  microcosm  of  the  universe.  His  concept  of 
the  Over-Soul,  a  supreme  mind  that  everyone  shares  in, 
enabled  Transcendentalists  to  disregard  external  author- 
ity and  to  rely  on  direct  experience.  "Trust  thyself  was 
Emerson's  motto.  Reliance  on  intuition  became  the 
pathway  to  comprehending  reality  as  each  individual 
could  share  in  cosmic  divinity:  "What  lies  before  us  and 
what  lies  behind  us  is  tiny  compared  to  what  lies  within 
us."  In  reacquainting  us  with  Emerson's  thoughtful 
optimism,  Grossman  enables  us  to  "reach  out  for  the  gifts 
which  Emerson,  like  a  new  god  on  a  new  day,  offers 
us...."  — Frederic  Gordon 
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MASTER  PLAN  COMMITTEE  CONTACTS 
Economic  Development.  Don  Ward  (229-9023)  and  Sharon  Greg- 
ory (229-2717  or  sharongregory1@cs.com;  Facilities,  Services  8t 
Transportation.  Anna  James  (229-3096  or  arjames@bcn.net); 
Housing.  David  West  (229-7727).  Open  Space,  Recreation  & 
Land  Use;  Jared  Clayton,  (berkboy@bcn.net  or  229-0363); 
Steering  Committee.  Kathy  Orlando  (wildkato@aol.com  or  229- 
8789);  Consultant  Ted  Brovitz  (tbrovitz@dufresne-henry.com  or 
(617)  426-9716).   Check  the  Master  Plan  web  site  for  the  latest: 
www.dufresne-henry.com/Sheffield. 


MASTER  PLAN'S  NEXT  PHASE 

The  Economic  Development  and  Housing  subcommit- 
tees are  completing  their  preliminary  recommendations, 
and  the  Facilities,  Services  and  Transportation  and  the 
Open  Space,  Recreation  and  Land  Use  subcommittees 
will  be  following  suit  over  the  next  two  months.  Con- 
sultant Ted  Brovitz  and  the  Steering  Committee  will  be 
synthesizing  the  individual  sections  into  a  unified  vision 
and  draft  plan  for  the  community  to  review. 

"The  Steering  Committee  wants  to  thank  everyone 
who  has  contributed  to  the  initial  draft  reports  and  the 
preliminary  recommendations,"  said  Kathy  Orlando, 
chair  of  the  Steering  Committee. "We  hope  that  even 
more  community  members  will  join  in  as  we  start  the 
process  of  in-depth  public  review  of  the  initial  recom- 
mendations." During  the  process,  public  comment  will 
be  invited  on  the  drafts,  and  additional  ideas  and  obser- 
vations will  be  welcomed.  The  new  round  of  public 
input  is  planned  for  January  and  February  2004-  Watch 
for  announcements  of  meetings  and  discussion  groups. 


-TH 


Annual  Festival  of  Trees 


•  •• 


Sat.,  Nov.  29,  10-3 

Early  Buying:  Fri, 
Nov.  28,  4-6 

Old  Parish  Church 
Sheffield  Town  Green 

Free  Admission 

Silent  Auction  of  Miniature 

Trees  and  Menorahs 

Boxwood  Trees 

Ornaments  S?  Wreaths 

NEW!!  Jewelry      Stockings 

Raffles:  Holiday  quilt  & 

candy  centerpiece 

Hearty  country  lunch:  $5 

For  more  details,  call  413- 

229-2694 
Sheffield  Historical  Society 
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village 


HOW  TO  PUT  UP  A  LEGAL  SIGN  IN  SHEFFIELD 


Sheffield,  like  most  communities, 
regulates  the  size,  number  and  loca- 
tion of  signs  put  up  within  its  bord- 
ers. Such  regulations  are  intended  to 
limit  clutter  and  visual  intrusion  on 
the  vistas  of  a  rural  New  England 
village,  while  still  meeting  the  needs 
of  businesses,  farmers'  markets,  hous- 
es of  worship,  and  historical  sites  to 
make  their  presence  and  events 
known  to  the  public.  There  are 
safety  concerns  as  well,  as  signs  can 
distract  drivers  or  obscure  hazards. 

Lately,  some  of  those  efforts  to 
inform  the  public  have  been  getting 
out  of  hand.  "People  should  check  to 
see  if  their  signs  are  legal  before 
putting  them  up,"  says  Jim  Colling- 
wood,  chair  of  the  Sheffield  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals  (ZBA).  "And  we 
should  require  that  any  new  illegal 
signs  are  removed  or  replaced." 

Though  Sheffield  has  regulated 
signs  for  more  than  25  years,  the 
"sign  bylaw"  became  effective  in 
essentially  its  current  form  in  1994- 
Copies  of  the  sign  bylaw,  Article  11, 
are  available  at  Town  Hall.  The 
bylaw  is  short  and  fairly  straightfor- 
ward and  not  very  restrictive  com- 
pared with  many  communities'  sign 
ordinances. 

Enforcement  is  up  to  the  Town 
building  inspector.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  bylaw,  anyone 
constructing  a  sign  without  a  permit 
can  be  ordered  to  remove  it  or,  if  it 
is  non-conforming,  to  bring  it  into 


conformity.  Fines  of  up  to  $300  for 
each  day  the  violation  continues  can 
also  be  imposed. 

Here's  a  guide  to  what  is  and  isn't 
legal  in  Sheffield: 

Requir  ements  for  all  signs 

No  sign  may  be  more  than  10 
feet  high.  Signs  must  be  kept  clean 
and  neat  and  in  good  repair  and  safe 
condition.  Signs  can't  interfere  with 
visibility  of  traffic  signs  or  pose  a 
safety  hazard  to  drivers  or  pedestri- 
ans. They  may  not  have  moving, 
flashing  or  animated  lights,  visible 
moving  parts  or  other  features  more 
suitable  to  Times  Square  than  the 
Village  Green. 

"Off-site"  signs  are  prohibited, 
meaning  that  no  sign  may  be  placed 
on  a  piece  of  property  unless  its  mes- 
sage has  something  to  do  with  that 
property.  For  example,  a  "House  for 
Sale"  sign  can  only  be  put  up  on  the 
property  that  is  for  sale,  and  a  busi- 
ness may  not  install  a  sign  advertis- 
ing that  business  except  on  the 
property  where  the  business  is 
conducted. 

Maximum  square  footage  for 
signs  is  specified  for  various  kinds  of 
signs.  As  the  illustration  above 
shows,  the  size  is  the  "outermost 
rectangular  perimeter  --  including 
the  support  structure." 

Rules  for  noncommer  cial  signs 
People  installing  signs  that  are 


A  SIGN  MAY  BE  BIGGER 
THAN  YOU  THINK! 


Because  size  and  placement 
affect  the  intrusiveness  of  a  sign, 
Sheffield's  zoning  rules  measure 
the  square  footage  not  of  the 
signboard  but  of  the  area 
indicated  by  the  dotted  line. 


"customarily  associated  with 
residential  use" — for  instance,  signs 
indicating  the  street  numbers  and 
names  of  residents,  and  no  trespass- 
ing, no  hunting  and  beware  of  the 
dog  signs — don't  have  to  worry 
about  sign  regulations  so  long  as  the 
signs  are  installed  on  the  residential 
property  to  which  they  relate  and 
are  not  more  than  4  square  feet  in 
area.  Other  signs  with  little  regula- 
tion other  than  size  include: 

•  Traffic,  directional  and  other 
official  signs. 

•  Bulletin  boards  and  direction- 
al and  informational  signs  erected 
by  churches  and  other  houses  of 
worship  (12  sq.  ft.  maximum). 

•  Temporary,  non- illuminated 
political  signs  displayed  during  elec- 


Studio- 


Proprietor: 
Sebo.stio.no  Anselmi 


(413)229-0258 

547  North  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257 
By  Appointment  Only 

Hours:  Tues.  9-8 
W.,  F.  9-5 
Thurs.  12-8 
Sat.  8-1 


Ihi 


Horse  Barn  Classics 

Automobile  and  Truck  Salep 


4f&229~2021  (Office) 
413-292-7246  (pager) 
413-229-2028  (home) 


Daria  A.  Bartholomew 

OWNER 

1080  S.  Underrrtountain  Road 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 
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tion  campaigns  (4  sq.  ft.  maximum). 

•  Signs  announcing  the  presence 
of  a  fraternal,  civic,  religious  or 
service  organizations  or  clubs  and 
the  time  and  place  of  their  regular 
meetings  (4  sq.  ft.  maximum). 

•  Signs  announcing  special 
events  such  as  fairs,  shows  and  fund 
drives  put  up  by  governmental 
bodies  or  nonprofit  organizations  or 
clubs  (12  sq.  ft.  maximum).  Such 
signs  must  be  removed  within  seven 
days  after  the  close  of  the  event.  If 
an  organization  wants  to  put  up  such 
a  sign  on  the  Village  Green  or  other 
town  property,  it  must  obtain  the 
prior  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Rules  for  special  signs 

Some  other  types  of  signs  also 
have  little  restriction  apart  from  size: 

•  When  property  is  for  sale  or 
lease,  a  single,  temporary,  non- 
illuminated  sign  is  allowed  on  the 
lot  or  structures  on  that  lot  (5  sq.  ft. 
maximum).  Contractors  may  erect  a 
similar  sign  when  undertaking 
renovations  or  repairs. 

•  Historic  buildings  may  have  a 
non-illuminated  marker  (2  sq  ft 
maximum)  on  the  building  or  lot. 

•  Freestanding  signs  can  direct 
traffic  to  entrances  or  exits  from  a 
building  or  parking  area  provided 
that  the  sign  doesn't  exceed  2  square 
feet  or  is  no  higher  than  5  feet  above 
the  ground  or  closer  than  10  feet 
from  the  street  lot  line.  The  number 
of  such  signs  must  be  limited  to  the 
minimum  necessary  to  give  clear 
directions. 


Rules  for  commercial  signs 

As  you  would  expcc  I ,  signs  adver- 
tising businesses  are  the  most  notice- 
able type  of  sign  in  Sheffield.  Most 
dI  them  are  on  Route  7.  Rules  for 
these  signs  are  more  complex,  with 
procedures  spelled  out  for  obtaining 
variances  and  appealing  decisions. 

A  business  in  commercial  dis- 
tricts is  permitted  to  have  one  sign 
not  exceeding  20  square  feet  and  a 
secondary  sign  not  exceeding  8 
square  feet.  In  rural  districts,  the 
maximum  is  12  square  feet  for  the 
primary  sign  and  4  square  feet  for 
the  secondary  sign.  A  sign  advertis- 
ing a  business  must  be  removed  if 
the  business  has  shut  down. 

Before  a  commercial  sign  is 
installed,  a  building  permit  must  be 
issued  by  the  town  building  inspec- 
tor. If  the  proposed  sign  doesn't  meet 
the  regulations,  he  will  suggest 
changes  that  will  allow  it  to  do  so  or, 
in  appropriate  cases,  suggest  an 
application  for  a  special  permit  or  a 
variance. 

The  Planning  Board  may  issue  a 
special  permit  to  a  business  for  more 
or  larger  signs,  up  to  50  percent 
larger  than  the  usual  maximum,  to  a 
combined  area  of  50  square  feet 
maximum.  To  do  this,  the  Board 
must  make  a  series  of  six  "findings" 
that  address  a  number  of  consider- 
ations, including  that  the  sign  is 
"consistent  with"  and  "restrained 
and  harmonious  with"  its  surround- 
ings. In  addition,  the  Zoning  Board 
of  Appeals  has  a  limited  power  to 
grant  sign  variances. 


Spe<  i.il  pel  mil    rind  \  arian<  es 
give  the  bylaw  flexibility  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Sheffield  businesses,  many 
of  which  believe  that  success  de- 
pends heavily  on  their  ability  to 
attract  drive-by  customers. 

Non-conforming  signs 

Many  signs  in  Sheffield,  espe- 
cially along  Route  7,  do  not  conform 
to  the  sign  bylaw,  some  legally  and 
others  not.  Some  of  these  have 
received  special  permits  or  vari- 
ances. Other  legal  reasons  for 
nonconformance  include: 

Billboards.  These  are  controlled 
by  state  statute.  The  Outdoor 
Advertising  Board,  the  state  regula- 
tory agency  for  billboards,  issues 
annual  licenses  and  permits  to 
outdoor  advertising  companies. 
Some  southern  Berkshire  communi- 
ties have  tried  to  get  the  board's 
cooperation  in  removing  billboards 
or  regulating  them  more  closely, 
without  much  success. 

"Grandfathered"  signs.  Signs 
erected  prior  to  the  effective  date  of 
the  zoning  bylaw  or  the  particular 
pro-vision  of  the  bylaw  with  which 
they  do  not  conform  are  allowed 
because  they  are  "grandfathered."  So 
are  many  signs  that  replace  signs 
that  predated  the  effective  date 
(though  some  changes  to  a 
grandfathered  sign  require  a  special 
permit  from  the  ZBA).  Examples  of 
grandfather- ed  signs  are  those  for 
Bradfords  Auction  Gallery,  the  Pine 
Tree  restaurant,  and  Lane  Construc- 
tion. — Peter  Rowntree 


Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 

Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

P.O.Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2777 


PE  VRIES  SUILPING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD  •  SHEFFIELD  MA. 


•  Lumber 

•  Hardware 

•  Garden  Supplies 

•  Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry  • 

Paint  • 

Insulation  • 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at 

(41 4)229-8777        (41 3)229-8820  FAX 
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KIWANIS  NEWS 

Kiwanis  members  were  happy  to  assist  with  the 
Sheffield  Celebration  in  September.  We  supplied 
parking  attendants  and  trash  barrels  and  had  an  excel- 
lent day  at  the  refreshment  trailer.  The  Ashley  Falls 
Fair  on  the  Green  was  sorely  missed! 

Our  roadside  clean-up  crew  on  Oct.  16  was  the  last 
for  this  season.  Members  will  also  be  cleaning  up  the 
"frosted"  flowers  and  plants  on  the  village  green  as  the 
season  ends.  We  continue  taking  our  turn  at  the  Break- 
ing Bread  soup  kitchen  at  St.  Peter's  Center  in  Gt.  Bar- 
rington,  serving  last  on  Oct.  30.  Plans  are  in  the  works 
for  a  combined  group  effort  on  the  upcoming  holidays. 

The  club  sent  $300  to  aid  St.  George's  Prep  School 
in  Bermuda,  which  was  hard  hit  by  Hurricane  Fabian. 
Bermuda  is  ungeographically  part  of  the  New  England 
District  of  Kiwanis. 

Our  thanks  go  to  community  members  who  sup- 
ported our  2nd  Annual  Art  Auction  at  the  American 
Legion  hall  on  Columbus  Day.  We  are  also  grateful  to 
the  hundreds  of  friends  who  contributed  to  the  Oct.  3 1 
Halloween  Radiothon  on  Station  WSBS. 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  Installation/ Awards  dinner- 
dance  was  postponed.  We  celebrated  on  Saturday,  Nov. 


SUBARU 

SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 

•Sabs  -Service  -Rentals 


MM  MM  f  JJ 

Sim  9 


Approved 
Auto  Repair 


Fullservice 
repair  facility! 


35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 
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Coming  in  January, 

the  new  Baked  Goods  and  More  Market, 

Saturdays,  12-4:30pm  at  the  American 

Leagion  Hall  on  Route  7. 


1 ,  at  the  Egremont  Country  Club.  In  addition  to  inaugu- 
rating new  officers  and  board  members,  three  former 
high  school  Key  Clubbers,  were  accepted  as  our  newest 
Kiwanians:  Heidi  Barg,  Crystal  Dumont,  and  Chrissy 
Smith  were  also  accepted.  The  chief  honors  presented  at 
the  annual  ceremony  are  Citizen  of  the  Year  and 
Kiwanian  of  the  Year. 

Beginning  on  Sat.  and  Sun.,  Nov.  8  and  9,  and  con- 
tinuing for  two  weekends,  we  host  our  annual  Bowling 
Tournament  at  the  Cove  Lanes  in  Gt.  Barrington. 

For  the  holidays,  Kiwanis  donates  goods  and  money 
to  local  food  pantries  and  buys  gifts  for  kids  in  the 
"Adopt  a  Family"  program. 

— Richard  L.  Goodwin 
Kiwanis  meets,  Tuesdays,  6:30pm  at  Limey's  Restaurant. 

ART  LEAGUE  HOLIDAY  SHOW 

The  Sheffield  Art  League  is  sponsoring  a  holiday  art 
show,  "Intimate  Treasures,"  at  the  Historical  Society's 
Old  Stone  Store,  opening  Dec.  3  and  running  to  Jan.  2. 
The  show  will  be  open  daily  from  1  lam  to  4pm,  except 
Dec.  24  and  25  and  Dec.  31  and  Jan  1.  A  reception  on 
Sat.,  Dec.  6,  from  1:30  to  4pm  is  open  to  all. 


Holiday 

Decorating 

Center 

Discover  our  unique 

selection  of  Christmas 

decorations,  craft  supplies, 

gifts  &  collectibles 

¥t  Crafts  Center  ¥fr 

^¥r  Lighting  Dept.  ¥fr 

Jfr  Permanent  Trees, 

Wreaths  &  Garland  * 

¥fr  Colonial  Candles  ^ 

¥fr  The  Greenhouse  ^ 


VfeRft 


NUQ&EEY  AND 
OIQI6TMA&  6HOP 


600  South  Main  Street,  Great  Barrington,  MA  •  413-528-0166 
Open  Every  Day  8  am  -  5:30  pm 
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THE  SHEFFIELD  SPORTING  CLUB:  OVER  50  YEARS  OLD  AND  GOING  STRONG 


Its  sign  is  faded  and  its  existence  isn't  very  well  known, 
but  for  the  last  20  years  the  Sheffield  Gun  Club  has 
made  its  home  on  68  acres  off  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  Now 
known  as  The  Sheffield  Sporting  Club,  this  private 
group  was  first  organized  in  1945,  making  it  one  of  the 
oldest  sporting  clubs  in  the  county.  Membership  is  open 
to  anyone  who  enjoys  the 
challenge  of  marksmanship 
and  the  camaraderie  of  others 
who  share  their  enthusiasm  for 
shooting. 

The  club  offers  a  variety  of 
shooting  challenges.  For 
shotguns,  there  are  skeet  and 
trap.  Clay  "pigeons"  are 
mechanically  launched  into 
the  air.  Trap  pigeons  come  in 
different  directions  from  one 
location,  and  the  shooters  fire 
at  pigeons  on  a  rotating  basis 
for  a  total  of  25  shots  per 
round.  Skeet  pigeons  are  lofted 
from  two  points,  a  "high  house" 
on  one  side  of  the  range  and  a"low  house"  on  the  other. 
Modern  skeet  equipment  launches  oscillating  targets  to 
give  them  an  element  of  unpredictability  and  difficulty. 
Again,  shooters  rotate  through  the  course  for  25  shots 
per  round. 

The  club  also  has  pistol  and  rifle  ranges  and  even  an 
archery  range.  On  the  first  and  third  Sunday  of  every 
month,  the  club  has  "5  Stand  Trap,"  giving  the  shooter 
the  extra  challenge  of  shooting  at  clay  pigeons  from  five 
different  angles. 

In  addition  to  the  regularly  scheduled  shoots,  the 
club  organizes  special  events  such  as  the  recent  "Iron 
Man  Shoot,"  whose  winners  had  to  have  the  highest 
scores  in  three  different  events.  Throughout  the  sum- 
mer, members  compete  with  other  sporting  clubs  in  the 
county.  Many  local  police  departments,  including  the 
Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington  Police  Departments,  use 
the  club's  range  for  their  officers  to  meet  their  periodic 


Taking  aim  at  clay  "pigeons"  helps  hone  members'  skills. 


gun  qualifications. 

Safety  has  always  been  ;i  high  priority  at  the  club.  A 
range  officer  must  be  present  when  there  is  any  type  of 
shooting,  and  eye  and  ear  protection  are  requirements 
for  all  shooters.  Tom  Macy,  who  is  the  club's  longest- 
standing  member  and  one  of  its  current  directors,  is 

extremely  proud  of  the  club's 
safety  record.  Since  its  incep- 
tion, Macy  stated,  there  has 
never  been  an  accident  of  any 
kind  at  the  club.  Members  are 
always  willing  to  help  others 
master  shooting  techniques, 
and  newer  members  are  intro- 
duced to  the  ranges  and  in- 
structed on  safety  and  range 
procedures.  Shooters  who  want 
more  formal  instruction  can 
meet  on  Thursdays  with  an 
instructor  for  private  skeet 
lessons.  The  clubhouse  and 
shooting  ranges  are  surrounded 
by  woods,  which  act  as  a  barrier 
not  only  for  sound,  but  for  safety  as  well. 

Many  of  the  members  are  weekenders,  and  they  find 
the  club  an  excellent  way  of  meeting  people  with  whom 
they  have  a  common  interest.  The  club's  by-laws  limit 
membership  to  125  people  and  new  applicants  can 
expect  at  least  a  year's  wait  before  they  can  join.  How- 
ever, non-members  can  use  the  club  on  Sundays  for  a 
fee  of  $3.50  per  round.  Members,  who  pay  $60  per  year, 
have  a  fee  of  $2.50  per  round.  In  the  past,  several 
women  were  members  on  their  own  right,  but  currently 
only  a  few  wives  of  members  shoot  on  a  regular  basis. 
The  club  encourages  women  who  are  interested  in 
shooting  to  apply  for  membership. 

Only  about  30  or  40  percent  of  the  membership 
shoots  regularly.  But  those  members  who  do  use  the  club 
frequently  take  pleasure  in  being  outdoors,  sharpening 
their  skills,  and  competing  against  others  who  also  enjoy 
the  sport  of  shooting.  — Judith  Schumer 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 

CAPITAL  CORPORATION 


JESSICA     KRUPSKI 
COMPETITIVE  RATE  MORTGAGES 

***  NO  INCOME  VERIFICATION  AND  *** 
***  QUESTIONABLE  CREDIT  LOANS  *** 

***  AVAILABLE  *** 

RELIABILITY  FROM  APPLICATION  TO  CLOSING 
(413)  229-9908  (800)  320-2204 


Barry  Hawley 
Interior  Designer 


alupawan(J'*Sofi/ 

Qec&laUna  {Ae  fflesl/aAiicA  Sal  400  uea-V>! 


75  Main  Street 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 

info@ecaligari.com 


1-800-698-0030 

(41  3)  528-0030 

Fax  (413)  528-4885 


Paint,  Wallcoverings,  Carpet,  Ceramic,  Floor  Coverings, 
Vinyl  Flooring,  Upholstery,  Custom  Draperies, Window  Treatments 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Holiday  Showcase.  This  year's  showcase,  in  the  Old 
Stone  Store  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield  for  four  weekends 
in  November,  will  feature  old-time  window  store  dis- 
plays by  artist  David  Walker-Price.  Decorated  trees  that 
will  be  auctioned  at  the  Festival  of  Trees  at  the  end  of 
the  month  will  be  on  view. 

Decorated  miniature  trees  can  be  purchased,  along 
with  this  year's  hand-painted  ornament  of  a  Sheffield 
landmark,  the  Old  Parish  Parish  Church.  A  limited 
number  of  ornaments  from  past  years  are  also  available. 
New  this  year  are  classic  holiday  stockings  made  by  local 
residents  and  holiday  jewelry. 

Raffles  will  be  held  for  several  items,  including  a 
candy  replica  of  Old  Parish  Church,  a  freshly  cut  Christ- 
mas tree,  and  a  locally  created  quilted  wall  hanging. 
Holiday  wreaths  may  be  ordered  for  delivery  to  your 
home  in  Ashley  Falls  or  Sheffield. 

The  Showcase  is  open  Sat.,  Nov.  1,  10am  to  3pm, 
and  Sat.,  Nov.  8,  15,  and  22,  10am  to  2pm.  On  Sun- 
days, November  2,9,  16  and  23,  it  will  be  open  1  lam  to 
3pm.  For  more  information,  call  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  at  413-229-2694. 

"Arlo,  Alice  and  the  Anglicans."  Laura  Lee  will  tell 
the  story  of  the  historic  building  in  Housatonic  that 
began  as  a  colonial-era  Anglican  church  and  is  now  the 
Guthrie  Center,  at  7:30pm,  Fri.,  Nov.  14.  The  mill 
village  of  Van  Deusenville  kept  the  church  going  strong 
into  the  19th  century  as  the  area  grew  with  its  iron 
furnace  business,  but  decline  set  in  and  by  1963  the 
church  was  deconsecrated.  Alice  and  Ray  Brock  turned 
it  into  a  home  and  a  place  for  the  hippie  generation  to 
meet.  Arlo  Guthrie  made  the  building  famous  in  his 
song;  it  was  also  featured  in  the  1969  film  "Alice's 
Restaurant."  In  the  1990s,  the  building  became  the 
Guthrie  Center.  Come  and  hear  how  all  of  these  forces 
intertwined  in  the  history  of  the  structure,  the  town, 
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and  the  counterculture.  Lee,  an  author  and  a  past 
newspaper  reporter,  has  performed  as  an  actor,  a  comic, 
and  a  mime.  Free.  Fellowship  Room  of  Old  Parish 
Church,  Sheffield. 

Festival  of  Trees.  The  5th  Annual  Festival  of  Trees,  a 
favorite  event  in  Sheffield's  celebration  of  the  holidays, 
will  be  held  Fri.,  Nov.  28,  4  to  6pm,  and  Sat.,  Nov.  29, 
10am  to  3pm  in  the  Old  Parish  Church  Fellowship 
Halls,  Sheffield  Village  Green,  Route  7.  Local  residents 
have  decorated  miniature  trees  and  menorahs  for  a 
silent  auction  to  be  held  on  Saturday  from  10  to  3. 
There  will  also  be  boxwood  trees,  wreaths-to-order  and 
raffles  of  hand-made  quilts  and  a  candy  centerpiece  of 
Old  Parish  Church,  as  well  as  the  stockings,  jewelry,  and 
ornaments  also  for  sale  at  the  Holiday  Showcase.  A 
hearty  country  lunch  will  be  available  for  $5. 

Opening  Reception  for  "Intimate  Treasures."  The 

reception  for  the  Sheffield  Art  League  December 
exhibition  at  the  Old  Stone  Store  will  be  1:30  to  4pm 
Sat.,  Dec.  6.  See  announcement  on  page  22. 

Holiday  Music  with  the  Mt.  Everett  Madrigal 
Group.  Nancy  Loder  will  direct  the  student  ensemble  at 
7:30pm,  Fri.,  Dec.  12.  Most  of  the  selections  will  be 
sung  a  cappella.  The  singers  are  from  grades  9  through 
12  and  they  love  to  sing  Renaissance  music.  Free. 
Fellowship  Room  of  Old  Parish  Church,  Sheffield. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House 
are  available  Thursday  through  Saturday  Ham  to  4pm.  The 
new  exhibition  in  the  Dan  Raymond  house  is  "Sheffield's 
Chapeaus:  Hats  from  A  Bygone  Era."  The  Mark  Dewey 
Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday  1 :30  to  4pm 
and  by  appointment.  For  further  information  on  Society 
programs,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161 
Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  413- 
229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 
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FAMILY  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

The  Southern  Berkshire  Family  Network  has  many 
activities  planned  for  November  and  December  for 
families  with  children  aged  birth- 5  years. 

Olympia  Casivant  leads  a  parent  child  playgroup  on 
Thursdays  from  9:30-1 1:30am  at  the  Grace  Bible 
Church  in  Ashley  Falls. 

A  Parents  Helping  Parents  discussion  group  is  held 
every  Wednesday  evening  at  6  with  child  care  available. 
Parents  are  asked  to  call  (413)  274-6046  to  register  and 
call  the  Family  Center  if  you  will  need  child  care. 

Parents  with  infants  are  invited  to  join  the  parent- 
infant  drop  in  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  from  12:30-2pm 
at  the  Family  Center. 

The  Family  Network,  in  conjunction  with  Commu- 
nity Access  to  the  Arts  and  Berkshire  South  Commu- 
nity Center,  is  sponsoring  Healthy  Arts,  a  free  arts 
program  and  swim  once  each  month  at  Berkshire  Com- 
munity Center  in  Gt.  Barrington.  "Juggling,  Jesting  and 
Other  Foolery  with  Roger  the  Jester"  will  be  held  Nov. 
8.  at  10:30am.  "Serenading  with  Vicky  True"  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  6,  also  at  10:30.  Call  Community  Access 
to  the  Arts  at  528-5485  to  register.  The  program  was 
funded  by  Berkshire  United  Way. 

Parents  are  welcome  to  call  the  Family  Center  at 
528-0721  or  stop  by  940  South  Main  Street,  Great 
Barrington,  for  a  complete  schedule  of  our  events.  The 
Family  Center  will  be  closed  Nov.  27  and  28,  and  Dec. 
25  and  26. 


Click  here 
www.berkshir  ebank.com 

for 

Internet  Banking  •  Online  Bill  Payment 
Insurance  Quotes  •  Online  Investing 
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103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 


GUIDED  NATURE  WALK 

Saturday,  Nov.  8  from  10  to  noon,  explore  private 
conservation  land  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and 
guide  Tim  Abbott  from  The  Nature  Conservancy.   Spend 
the  morning  walking  in  the  woods  and  along  Schenob 
Brook  on  the  Elsbach  conservation  restriction  off 
Salisbury  Road.    It  will  be  an  easy  family-friendly  walk 
and  is  free  to  the  public.   Call  the  land  trust  at  229- 
0234  for  details. 


OUTDOOR  MARKET  INSIDE 

Outdoor  farmers'  markets  in  the  Berkshires  have  been  a 
great  success  during  warm  weather  as  places  to  meet 
your  friends  and  neighbors,  do  your  shopping  for  week- 
end goodies,  and  support  your  local  farmers,  bakers,  and 
other  vendors.  To  continue  that  tradition  in  the  colder 
weather,  the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  and  the  Sheffield 
Association  founded  the"Saturday  Market."  The 
Market  runs  through  Dec.  20,  every  Saturday  morning 
in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the 
Green  in  Sheffield,  from  9am  to  1pm. 

Many  of  your  favorite  vendors 
from  the  Sheffield  and  Gt.  Barrington 
farmers'  markets  will  be  there,  selling 
cakes,  pies,  soup,  cheese,  and  other 
edible  goodies,  along  with  flowers, 
soap,  dog  treats,  and  other  wares. 
Come  have  coffee  or  tea  and  a  sweet, 
read  the  morning  paper  at  a  cafe 
table,  and  say  hello  to  your  friends. 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

"New  Construction 

'Landscape  Lighting  'Renovations 

'Modular  Homes 

(413)229-2561 
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Real-estate  transfers 

August 

7  Pat  V.  Riera  &  Anthony  D'Amico  to  Custom  Classics, 
LLC,  property  at  142  Main  St.,  $100,000. 

13  Kathleen  M.  Chrisman  to  Eric  L.  Johnson,  property  at 
1964BarnumSt.,  $300,000. 

15  David  M.  &  Diane  D.  Elliott  to  Anthony  L.  a  Carol 
Valenti,  property  at  Cross  Rd.,  $225,000. 

15  Kenneth  Safian  to  Lee  H.  Perlman  &  Linda  Riefbeng, 
property  at  689  Home  Rd.,  $650,000. 

15  Oliver  C.  &  Sharon  L.  Palma  to  Edwin  &  Barbara  Carr, 
property  at  954  Boardman  St.,  $324,500. 

18  Russell  J.  O'Connor  Jr.  to  Christopher  A.  &  Diana  W. 
Williams,  property  at  Clayton  Rd.,  $24,000. 

28  Robert  &  Andrea  Egert  to  William  A.  &  Suzanne 
Grant,  property  at  17  Thyme  Lane,  $330,000. 

29  Barbara  Zdziarski  to  Marilyn  J.  Brooks,  property  at 
119  Park  Lane,  $260,000. 

29  Patricia  B.  Murtagh  to  Dena  Bancroft,  property  at  7 
Plymouth  Lane,  $267,000. 

29  Frederick  J.  &  Margaret  J.  Baxter  to  Doris  C.  Floyd, 
property  at  349  South  Main  St.,  $235,000. 


property  at  Root  Lane,  $40,000. 

5  James  L.  Phillips  to  James  L.  &  Faith  H.  Phillips, 
property  at  412  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $1. 

8  Michael  Shiels  &  Edward  Ustico  to  Christine  B. 
Ludwiszewski  &  Greig  R.  Siedor,  property  at  Hickey 
Hill  Rd.,  $250,000. 

12  Daniel  Shmulsky  to  Mildred  Shmulsky,  property  at 
Woodedge  Lane,  $1 . 

15  Stephen  K.  Ullrich  to  Richard  E.  Sr.  &  Wendy  L.  HiU, 
property  at  South  Main  St.,  $39,000. 

22  Elizabeth  L.  &  Laurie  J.  Ankersen  to  Lloyd  H.  &  Lisa  S. 
Busch,  property  at  257  Clayton  Rd.,  $55,000. 

22  Susan  B.  Levin  to  Peter  H.  Levin,  property  at  229 
Silver  St.,  transfer. 

26  Donna  L.  Kelly  &  Robin  Markey,  Trustees  of  the 
Beverly  Nominee  Trust,  to  Milt  &  Carla  A.  Horowitz, 
property  at  356  Miller  Ave.,  $270,000. 

29  Mildred  A.  Shmulsky  to  Jason  T.  &  Jennifer  M.  Smith, 
property  at  Woodedge  Lane,  $39,500. 

30  Joseph  D.  Smedley  to  Dana  D.  Cummings,  property  at 
153  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $225,000. 


September 

2  Thomas  H.  &  Beverly  A.  Kradel  to  Kradel  Family  LLC, 
property  at  East  Stahl  Rd.,  no  consideration. 

5  Ronald  K.  &  Sara  A.  VanDeusen  to  Mark  Bachetti 


October 

1  Vincent  P.  &  Allison  L.  Giracca  to  Stephen  Kessler, 
property  at  Home  Road,  $515,000. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  residence 
in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 

(413)-229-2077  Fax  (413)-229-3100 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

See  also  ongoing  listings  at  right 

November 

1 1   VETERAN'S  DAY,  Center  closed 
*18  Trip  to  JFK  Library  Museum  and 
Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum  in 
Boston  (details  on  p.11) 

19  COA  Board  Meeting 

20  Lunch  at  Geer  Village  &  Tour, 
11:30am.  Sue  Kaufman:  on  cardio- 
vascular matters  and  Sandy  French: 
physical  fitness 

27  THANKSGIVING  -  Center  closed 

28  Day  after  Thanksgiving  -  Center 
closed,  but  Meals  on  Wheels  will 
be  delivered 

December 

*4  Hearing  Clinic,  1pm 
22-26  Center  closed,  but  Meals  on 
Wheels  will  be  delivered  M/T/W  &  F 


-\ 
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calendar 


Page  numbers  given  after  event  if  written  up  in  this  issue. 
CPAC  =  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center,  Mt.  Everett. 
November 

7  Author's  Reading,  Brett  Duval  Fromson,  Library,  7pm  (pl8) 

8  Guided  Nature  Walk,  999  Salisbury  Rd,  10-noon,  (p  25) 

8  Book  Signing  Party,  Library,  10am-2pm  (pl8) 

8,  15,  22,  Holiday  Showcase.    Old  Stone  Store,  Village  Green, 
Displays,  gifts,  mini  trees,  hand-painted  ornaments,  raffles, 
10am-2pm  (p24) 
8,9,15,16,22,23  Kiwanis  Bowling  Tournament,  Cove  Lanes(p22) 
9,16,23,  Holiday  Showcase,  (see  above)  llam-3pm    (p24) 

9  Pot  Luck  Supper,  Old  Parish  Church,  6:30pm  (p7) 

11  VETERAN'S  DAY 

12  Housatonic  River  Public  Meeting,  Berkshire  South,  7-9pm  (pll) 
14  Arlo,  Alice  &  the  Anglicans,  Old  Parish  Church,  7:30pm  (p24) 

14  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement  Society  Annual  Meeting,  7pm 

15  Author's  Reading,  Simon  Winchester,  Library,  2pm  (pl8) 

20  Housatonic  River  Restoration  Public  Meeting,  Hinsdale  Town 

Hall,  7-9pm  (pll) 
22  Christmas  Bazaar,  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley,  9:30am-noon  (p7) 
22  Author's  Reading,  Loet  Velmans,  Library,  2pm  (pl8) 

27  THANKSGIVING 

28  Festival  of  Trees,  Old  Parish  Church,  Village  Green,    Early  buying: 

silent  auction  of  decorated  mini  trees,  boxwood  trees,  wreaths, 
stockings,  holiday  jewelry  and  raffles,  4-6pm  (p24) 

29  Festival  of  Trees,  see  above,  10am-3pm  (p24) 

December 

3  Intimate  Treasures  Art  Show,  Old  Stone  Store,  llam-4pm  (p22) 
6  Ashley  Falls  Tree  Lighting  &  carols,  on  the  Green,  5pm  (p6) 
6  Art  Show  reception,  Old  Stone  Store,  l:30-4pm  (p22) 
6  Sheffield  Tree  Lighting  &  carols,  on  the  Green,  6pm  (p6) 
9  Grade  5-8  Holiday  Concert,  CPAC,  7pm  (p7) 
12  Holiday  Madrigals,  Old  Parish  Church,  7:30pm  (p24) 

18  Middle,  High  School  &  Jazz  Band  Holiday  Concert,  CPAC,  7pm 

(P7) 

19  HANUKKAH  (starts  at  sundown) 

20  Children's  Christmas  Pageant,  Christ  Church,  4pm  (p7) 

21  Children's  Christmas  Pageant,  Christ  Church,  10am  (p7) 
25  CHRISTMAS 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 
(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly 
basis  are  noted  by  number    i.e.  "1st",  "3rd  "  indicates 
meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month. 
*  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

(pTK) 
Board  of  Selectmen,   Town  Hall,   7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,   Town  Hall,  7pm,   2nd 
Tuesdays: 
Council  on  Aging,   Dewey  Hall,   9am,  3rd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 
Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,   6pm  -  8:30pm 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,   Town  Hall, 

6:30pm,  2nd 
National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group, 

Fairview  Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 
Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 
Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

7:30pm,  last 
Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Thursdays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am  -  1pm 
Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am- 12pm 
Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Grace  BibleChurch,  9:30-1 1:30 
*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am- 

12pm,  2nd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/ Senior  Center,  9am 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,   7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Saturdays: 
Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Hall,  9am- 1pm   (p.TK) 
Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 


January 

1   NEW  YEARS  DAY 


SEE  ALSO: 
Master  Plan,  p.  19  ♦  Churches  Et  Services,  p. 6  ♦ 
Family  Network,  p.  25  ♦  Kiwanis,  p.  22  ♦  Historical 
Society,  p. 24  ♦  Senior  Center,  p.  26 


PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE    SHEFFIELD  TIM 

I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!   Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductible  donation  of 


_,  made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund 
P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 


Name 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.        □  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times. 


□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.   Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  receive  a  copy 

by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


How  to  Support  the  Sheffield  Times  -  Your  Community  Newsletter 

*&■   Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting  wildlife?  Have  a  good  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an 
interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  Box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News  briefs 
can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between  150  and  450  words.  Run  suggestions 
for  feature  stories  by  the  editors  first. 

vs-    Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a 
contact  name  and  number  in  case  there  are  questions. 

Kg-    Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half- 
pages  available.  Ad  policy  is  in  box  on  page  2.  Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

«&   Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield 
Times1. 

o^   Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls. 
It's  only  partly  supported  by  advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future 
issues  possible  and  you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  form  on  the  inside  back 
cover. 
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